— . ot 
'T H E . . 


A rel. Silenc'd; _ 


Relation of a Publick Dis Due 


BETWEEN 
joax TOMBS, B. D. Reſpondent, | 
AN - «© 


JOHN CRAGGE, and HENRY VAUGnart 
M. A. Opponents, 


T0veninG 


INFANT-= BAPTISM, 
In St. M a «1's Church, W&p5nearanut, 


in Menn ti 


Alſo a SERMON preach'd by Mr. Cracoe, 
the Su N Dar following, upon MARK xvi. 16, 
wherein the Neceſſity of Dippixs is Refuted, 
and InraxT-Baer1Sm aſferted; occafion'd by 42 
SERMON preach'd the Day before the Diſpute, 
by Mr. Tous, upon the ſame Ter. 
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Printed in the YEAR Moccxtt 


R WOW OR, „„ „ d d w Re ar Ne tos, Leo Rs 


To the RE A D E R. 


FESHMN the Epiſle Dedicatory to the firſt Edition 


5 1 1 & of this Diſpute, is inſerted, by one Mr. 
25 J. W. the following Account of the Occa- 


fron of it. 


Mr. Tombs, for ſeveral Months together, being im- 
portuned by Letters, and Meſſengers, came at length 
to water That, which Mr. Miles, Mr. Proſſer, and 
others, had planted; or (as ſome think) to confirm a 
* Child lately baptized in Lon- =? 
don. When he entred the Pul- * Tho Ip. 

| Bat poſe, of Age to 
pit, great Expe arena Dre give an Account 
What Mountains would bring of his Faith. 
forth His Text was, Mark xvi. 
16. From whence be concluded, That Infant-Baptiſm 
was a Nullity, a Mockery ; That no Baptiſm, but by 
Dipping or Plunging, was lawful; That All, that 
would be ſaved, muſt be re-baptized, or baptized af= 
ter * That there was no ſuch Thing as In- 
fant-Baptiſm in the Primitive Times, but that it came 
in with other Corruptions, upon unſound Grounds ; 
and challenged the wwhole Congregation to ſpeak, if 
they bad any Thing to ſay to the contrary. There 
were many learned Men that heard him; eſpecially _ 
two, Mr. Bonner, a neighbouring Mui ter, and Mr. 
Vaughan, Schoolmafter of the Town, formerly a Fel- 
low of Jeſus College in Oxford, who both, for the pre- 
ſent, kept Silence; only Mr. Bonner cloſed with bim in 
the Way to bis Lodging, aud told bim, That he bad 
delivered ſome Things contrary to what be had read 
in the Ancients, and other Toings, that grieved bis 
Ry A 2 5 Spirit 
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To the RE A DE R. 


Spirit to hear; and defired, therefore, to confer with 
bim there about the next Morning. He ſlighied the 
grave eld Gentleman, with as much Contempt, as 
Auſtin the Monk did the Britiſh Commiſſioners at 
Bangor ; yet told him, that he would tarry in Town 
till ſuch an Hour. 


In the mean Time, the greateſt Part of the People 
were offended, flagger'd, or ſcrupled; ſome not ku] 
ing what to think of their own, their Children's, and 
their Anceſtors, Salvation. 


The Analaptifs, that. Night, and eſpecially, the 
next MHoruing. triumph; ſaying, Where are your 
Champions now? Some of them are flruck dumb, 
Others dare uct fhew their Faces, hit Mr. Tombs 
is in Ton; naming Mr. Cragge, anther neighbour. 
ing Minifter : The Report whererf beim brought unto 
him he repaired inſtantly to the Town, and, mecting 
with Mr. Bonner, and M. Vaughan, they event all 
together to Mr. Tombs, where he was at a private 
Houſe. Little was ſaid there, by Reaſon of the Throng 
of People preffing in; but it vas agreed ii pon. T bat 
they ſbauld meet in the Church, or Pablick Meeting 
Place, at One Clock, which was accordingly done. 
MH. Tombs rock the Pulpit, the Opponents @ Seat 
ever a;anft it: Mr. Bonner was preparing to give the 
Onſet ; but a Gentleman d:ſſuaded him, by Reaſon 
bis Age, and bedily Infermities, left it ſhould impair 
bis Flealthb; Mr. Vaughan began, Mr. Cragge ſuc- 
cecded; cautinuing the Oppoſition, betwixt — for 
almoſt five Hours. When the Diſpute was ended, 
Mr. Cragge was deſired, by many godly Perſons, to 
preach upca the ſame Text (which Mr. Tombs had 
preach/d upon) the Sunday following ; which he did 


according ls. 


tue 
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To the READER: 


1 ſend you here incloſed the Sum of all ; a Copy of 
Ar. Vaughan's Conference, which a Friend procured 
me Vom his ewn Hand; Mr Cragge's Sermon and 
Diſpute, I took from his own Moath by Short-writing * 
Nu have the Diſputatians is then the Sermon; the 
Lord bleſs them i you, and you to his Glory, which 


Call be the Prayer of bim, who ts 


Yours to ſerve you in the 


Lord Jeſus, 


de td A — 8 


A Relaridir of a CONFERENCE | 


Had between My. John Tombs, B. O. and Henry 
Vaughan, M. A. in &. Mary's Church in Aberga- 
venny, Spt. 5, 2 touching IN FAN T-B A 


4 Both z briefly, punciualiy jet down to the Senſe 
oth. 


3 NFANTS may lawfully be Bap- 
tied; for they may be admitted into 
| I $$ the Covenant of Grace now by Bap- 
DAN. tiſm, as they were before, and un- 
| der the Law, admitted into the 

ſame Covenant by Circumciſion, 

T. I deny your Conſequence. 

V. You muſt deny it; either, Firſt, becauſe the 
Covenant of Grace, made with Abrabam, and his 
Seed, is not the fame in Subſtance with Thar 
which is now actually in Force with Believers, and 
their Children; or Secondly, becauſe Baptiſm ſuc- 
ceedeth not in the Room of Circumciſion. 

T. I could deny your Diviſion: Let I lay, to 
gratify you, for both thoſe Reaſons. _ 

V. For the former. That the covenant made 
wich Abraham, and his Seed, is the ſame which 
is now actually in Force wich Believers, appears 
by comparing Ceneſ. xvii. 2. with Galat. iii. 14. 
where it is clearly tet forth, that the Promiſe made 
to Abrabam, came unto the Gentiles through JE- 
SUS CHRIST. - 

T. Here he diſtinguiſherh of a Twofold Seed of 
 Abrabam, the Natural, and . and _ | 

that 


— — —— 
% 


hat the Covenant was made with Arabams Spiri- 
* and not with the Natural. - 


Sea AL the Chillin of rakbinubs 


Circumciſed, and, conſequently, admitted into the 


Covenant, not O NE excepted; for every Man 
Child" was to be Gircumciſed, Gen xvii. 10. It ap- 
pears by what happened to Moſes for not Circumciſ- 
ing his Child, Exod. iv. 24. Even Iſbmael was Cir- 


cumciſed, Geneſ. xvii. 23. who belonged not to the 


Promiſe, but was of the Natural Seed. | 

2 Thmael, and the Natural Children of Arabam 
were admitted to Hen Part, namely Outward 
Privileges, and [Temporal Bleſſings, and not to the 
Ia Nternal, or Spiritual Part thereof. vs 


By the Internal Part, he muſt needs mean 


That Part of it expreſſed, Gen xvii. 7. in theſe 


Words, To be 8 GO D unto Thee, and unto thy 


Seed after Thee; and, in the End of werſe 8. I will 
be their GOD. © t yas 1% 
I 0 juſtify this his Diſtinction, he referred us 
to Nam. ix. and, Ithink, verſe 8. Where: the Chil- 
dren of the Promiſe are contradiſtinguiſned from 
the Children of the Fleſh, or the Natural Chil- 
dren of Abrabam; ſo that the Covenant was made 

not to the Natural Children of Abraham, but to 
ſuch of them as were Elect, and Faithful. 
J. This Covenant was made alike, in che ſame 
Extent, and Latitude, promiſcuouſly with ALL the 
Seed of Arabam; and Thoſe that loſt the Promiſe; 
andthe Benefit of this Covenant, (which Men you call 
the Natural Seed) loſt ic not, becauſe they were not 


at firſt comprehended in the Covenant, but becauſe 


of their own Unbelief, Rom. xi. 20. J confeſs, That 
the Children of I/aac ate, Rom. ix. called the Chi- 
dren of the Promiſe, not in Regard of any peremp- 
tory Election, or Deſignation to Faich, and Sal- 
N vation, 


[9] 
vation, or, on the contrary, of any abſolute Repro- 
bation of the Seed of I/omael. | 
For if it had been Paul's Deſign to declare the 
Children of Iſpmael, yea, the greateſt Part of the 
Fes, to have been rejected by a Certain abſolute 
Decree, why ſhould he, v. 1, 2. ſo much lament 
their Incredulity ? wiſh himſelf accurſed for their 
Sakes, v. 3. and Nom. x. 1. defire, and pray for their 
Converſion ? ſince, upon ſuch an abſolute Decree 
of reprobating them, all that happened to them was 
JI e 5 
But the Children of Iſaac are called the Chil- 
dren of the Promiſe; Firſt, becauſe They only were 
to inherit the Land of Canaan; and, Secondly, be- 
cauſe CHRIS T, according to the Fleſh, was to 
deſcend from the Progeny of 1/aac, not of Iſhmael. 
I might have added, that if none, but the Elect, 
and Faithful, can be admitted into the Covenant, 
there is no Subject left for the Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm, it being impoſſible for Man to know, ho 
are Ele&, Spiritual, and True Believers. Neither can 
you Baptiſe, with 3 Safety, all ſuch Grown 
Perſons as you Baptiſe, ſince you cannot be aſſured, 
That they are Elect, Spiritual, or True Believers, 
(Rev. ii. 17.) nor have you any Light to guide you, 
{ſave that of charitable Opinion, and Conjecture. 
Again, It nn admitted, That none but the Spi- 
ritual, Elect, and Believing can be Baptiſed, Firſt, 
The ſame Charity, that ſwayes your Judgment for 
Grown Perſons, muſt much rather move you to 
hope the beſt of Innocent Infants, guilty of no 
actual Sin, fince it Hopes all Things, and thinketh 
no Evil, 1 Gr. xiii. 5, 7. Secondly, they may have 
Faith in ſemine & habitu, in the Seed (as they have 
the Habit of Principles and Reaſon) tho they cannot 
exerciſe it till Ripeneſs of Years. Thirdly, though 
they have not actual Faith, yet the Faith of their 
r=" | Parents 
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Parents, may, and doth, put them into a Capacity 
of being admitted into the Covenant; nor is it News, 
That the Parents Faith advantageth the Children. 
Jobm iv. 50. | 

T. I could wiſh you could prove, That Infants of 
Believers might be admitted to Baptiſm by Virtue of 
their Parents Faith. bs 5 

V. They were admitted into the ſame Covenant 
by Circumcifion, into which We are admitted no 
by Baptiſm; bur Circumcifion is 4 Seal of the Rigb- 
ternſneſs of Faith, Rom. iv. 11, 12. Whence it will 
follow, That either they had the Righreouſneſs of 
Faith inherent in themſelves, or That of their 
Parents imputed to them (chuſe you whether) ; or 
elſe it will follow, That Circuwcifion-was a falſe 
Seal. | 
I. It is not faid there, That Circumcifion was the 
Seal of the Righteouſneſs of the Children's Faith, 
but only of Abrahams own Faith, in particular. 

V. But the Covenant, or Promiſe, was the ſame, 
and alike, to Abraham, and his Seed, Rom. iv. 23. 
Gen. xvii. 7. and alike to Us, Believers, and to our 
Children, As ii. 39. | | 

This Truth appears yet further, from 1 Cor. 
vii. 14. where we find, That the Faith of either of 
the Parents makes the Children holy; at leaſt, in that 
Degree of Holineſs (which is the meaneſt imagi- 
nable) of being in a Capacity of being admitted in- 
to the ſame Covenant with their Parents. 

T. The Scope of the Apoſtle here, is to ſatisfy 
2 Scruple-of the Corinthians, viz. whether the Be- 
lieving Yoak-fellow might live in the Enjoying and 
Uſe of the Unbelieving Youk-tellow ? he . 
them in the Affirmative, ſaying, The Unbelieving 
Husband is ſanctified in (as tis in the Greek) or 
TO (not FOR, or BY) the Wife, Oc. That is, he 


may 
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may lawfully uſe, and enjoy her, and ſhe him 
and their Children Holy, that is, Legitimate. 

V. But here is, certainly, ſome Special Priviledge 
fer forth to the Children of Believers, accruing to 
them from the believing Parents. Beſides, it had 
been no News to tell them they might have the 
lawful Uſe of one another, and that their Children 
were e and no Baſtards. For where Both, 
Husband, and Wife, were Unbelievers, no Man 
ever doubted, but their Enjoyment of one another 
was lawful, and their Iſſne Legitimate. 

T. The Caſe is meant, where both Parties at their 
Enterance into Marriage were Unbelievers, bur af- 
rerwards, one of them happens to be converted, 
whether Then they might Cohabit, and enjoy the 
Uſe of one another? 

V. Tho' this were granted, (which I ſhall nor 
contend about) yet the Apoſtles Senſe cannot be of 
the lawful Uſe, and Enjoyment of each other; for 
the Word Hy iaca, Sanctify d, never denotes to be 
lawful. Or, if ever you ſhew me, That «y:&;, 
which is render'd Holy, fignifies Lawful, I ſhall 
urge no further. 

T. There is that Acceptation of the Word, 
1 Tim. iv. 4, 5. Every Creature of God is good, and 
nt to be refuſed, if it be received with Thankſgiving ; 
for it is ſanttified ( &y167+)) by the Word of God, and 
Prayer: Here, ſanctiſtcd, is ſet for lawfully uſed, 
as ſtanding in Oppoſition to That which is Refuſed. 

V. The Senſe is, That ſuch Uſe of the Creature 
is pleaſing to God, as acknowledging him the Au- 
thor and Sender ; for ſuppoſe a fa ul Man eat his 
Meat, without invoking GOD for a Blefling, hath 
he not a lawful Uſe of the Creature ? 


T. His next Inſtance was, 1 The. iv. 3, 
4, 7. where Sanctiſcation is uſed for Chafiity, 
and might bear that Senſe in this Place, 
1 Cor. vii, 14. V. I 


full Latitude as appears by the Context. 


7732 
VI deny it, for Sanctification is there uſed in ĩts 


But I will deſcend to prove the Second Ground 
of my Conſequence, at the Beginning, which yo 
denied, viz. 


That Baptiſm ſucceedeth in the Room of Gremm- 


ciſſun. Col. ii. 11, 12. 


Mr. Toups had told us, that That was 
Impoſſible ; for then Women ſhould not be 
Baprized, becauſe they were not Circumciſed, 
| which is Bellarmines Argument.] To 
which I -anſwer'd, 1ſt. That indeed the 
Males only were mentioned in the Covenant 
of Circumciſion; for in the Eyes of all Laws 

wWhatſoever, the Women are but as ignoble 
Creatures; and therefore the uſual Stile of 
Laws, and Covenants i is, $i Duis, and Qui, 
in the Maſculine Gender, except ſuch as 
particularly-reſpe& their Sex. | 
240. That they are included in the Word 
Seed; and, becauſe deſcended from Man, 
did partake of the Privilege, and Promiſe, 
annexed to the Covenant. I thought alſo to 
have told him, That I well knew, that before 
Chriſt's Time, Baptiſm AND Circumciſion 
were BOTH practiſed on the Proſelytes, 
called Preſelyte fuſtitiæ; (as I could have 
ſhewed out of ſeveral Authors) yet, That 


hinder'd not, but that Baptiſm, now under th 
the Goſpel, ſhould be the SOLE Means to bi 
admit us into the ſame Covenant, into in 
which the Jews were admitted by Circum- D 
ciſion. Even as the Bread and Wine were B 
taken by the Jes at the eating of the Paſ- in 
ſover, and now, that the Jewish Paſſover is E. 


abrogated, the Bread and Wine were only pi 
— by m 


113 
by Chriſt retained to commemorate his Paſ. 
fon, the True Paſſover. 1 Cor. v. 7, &c. 
And in like Manner, when Circumciſion 
was aboliſh'd ; yet, was Baptiſm. retained to 
admit the Infants of Chriſtians, as Circumci- 
ſion admitted Them of the ems: But the 
Time, and his 2 Manner of pon 
not permitti is Enlarging, by Recour 
to the Ori — and ä of Baptiſm, 
which ſerved more to illuſtrate than to con- 
vince, I kept to the Tether allowed; and 
came, at Length, to prove, That Propoſi- 
tion from Col. ii. 11, 12. Where, 1½ The 


tion to the Fewiſh Circumciſion, made with 
Hands. 24%. An Explanation of what 1s 
meant by the Circumcifion of Chriſt, in 
theſe Words, being buried with bim in 
Baptiſm. Ul 


T. Pau! here diſſuades them from the Uſe of 
Fewiſh Ceremonies, (which ſome would have in- 
troduced amongſt them) and particularly of Circum- 
cifion ; becauſe all theſe were but Shadows, but 
the Body, and Reality, was of CHRIST. 

V. Tis confeſſed, the Apoſtle ſpeakes here againſt 
Impoſers of Fewifſh, and alſo Pthagorean, Doctrines, 
and Practices. * 

But ſee ye not here a Double Circumciſion? And 
the Circumciſion of CHRIST deſcribed, by bein 
buried with him in Baptiſm? The Word buried, 
implieth but the Reſemblance betwixt CHRIST's 
Death, and Reſurrection, with what is done in 
Baptiſm ; where there is an Immerſion, or Plung- 
ing in the Water, to ſhadow his Burial, and an 
Emerſon, or Riſing up out of the Water, to re- 
preſent his Reſurrection; which Reſemblance is 
more fully ſer forth, Rem. vi. 11. 


Circumciſion of Chriſt, is ſet in Oppoſi- 


[14] 
T. Here Mr. Towss interrputed me, and 
deſired the People to take Notice of my in- 
genuous Confeſſion ; That Baptiſm was then 


praiſed by Plunging. He read alſo a Paſ- 


ſage out of Caſaubon's Annot. on the New 
Tef. where he faith, That Barliges, to Bap- 
tiſe, denoteth a Plunging of the whole Bo- 

y, &c. Had he read OUT the Paſlage, 
he might have found, how 'That great Scho- 
lar affirms this to be a ſlender Argument a- 


1 ſuch as only Sprinkle at Baptiſm; for, 
4 


ith he, the Virtue and Efficacy of Baptiſm 


conſiſts not in That; meaning, the Manner 


of Waſhing. 


V. I ſhall ſatisfy the Auditor's herein anon; in 
the mean Time, I deſire an Anſwer to my Argu- 
ment, viz. the Analogy between Circumciſion and 
Baptiſm, fo evident in this Place. 


But receiving None, I addreſs'd myſelf 
to the People, according to Promiſe ; ſaying, 
That, indeed, it ſeemed to me, that for 
ſome Centuries of Years, Baptiſm was prac- 
tiſed by Plunging: For Sprinkling was 
firſt brought in Uſe by Occaſion of the 


Clinicks, ( as Cyprian, Epift. ad Magnum, 


relates) being Men which deferred their 
Baptifm *till ſome Extremity of Sickneſs ; 
who then, in ſuch Caſe, were only Sprink- 
led with Water, leſt the Plunging of their 
Bodies might over- offend them in thatFeeble, 
Deſperate Condition. 


T. Here take Notice that Sprinkling took its 
Riſe from a corrupt Cuſtom. 

V. Though Plunging be confeſſed the more an- 
nent Way, yet is this no Ground for that over-un- 


Charitable 


T Tex 1'3 1 
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charitable Speech of your's, in your Sermon Yeſter. 
day, viz. That our Baptiſm, meaning of Infants, and 
by Sprinkling, was but a Nullity, and Mockery, 
which concludes ourſelves, and Anceſtors; yea, 
ALL in the Weſtern Church, for 1500 Years, un- 
der Damnation. k 

For the Church hath Power, upon the Sight of 
any Inconvenience, and for Order and Decencies 
Sake, to alter the Circumſtantials, and Externals of 
any Ordinance. | 

T. What! have they Power to alter any Thing 


from the Form of Chriſt's Inſtitution? 


V. That they have ſuch Power is confeſſed by all 
Divines, and he is none that denies it; yea, I be- 
lie ve, it is acknowledged by your own Practice. 

T. Wherein ? 

V. In the Adminiſtration of the Lord's Supper, 
which was done by CHRIST in the Evening; 
and alſo, THEN, by his Apoſtles, after their 
Love-Feaſts: Whereas the whole Church of GOD 
(and yourſelf, I ſuppoſe) take it in the Morning ; 
which Cuſtom hath taken Place, and obtained every 
where for very many Ages, even from their Days, 
who immediately ſucceeded the Apoſtles. 


Thus (adviſing him to be Wiſe to Sobri- 
ety, and to ceaſe to embroil the Church of 
GOD (ſo infinitely torn already) and to 
ſubmit to the Judgment, and almoſt unin- 
terrupted Practice of the Weſtern Churches, 
even for 1500 Years; To which G O D's 
Providence could not be ſo far wanting, as 
to ſuffer them to fall into ſuch an Error of 
admitting and retaining a Baptiſm, which, 
in his Account, was none) we broke of. 


A 


A Relation of a DISPUTE 


Had between Mr. John Tombs, . D. Reſpondent, 
and Mr. John Cragge, M. A. Opponent, in St. Ma- 
ry's Church, in Abergavenny, Sept. 5, 1653, touch- 


R. Crxaccs, having briefly expr eſ- 
{ed that he was forced to undertake 
this Lask on a Sudden, and unprovided a- 
ainſt ſo experienc'd a Champion, defired, 
F irſt, if he ſhould fail, the Cauſe might not 
ſuffer Prejudice in Men's Opinions for his 
Sake. 

2. That Liberty might be granted of 2 
premeditate, and treatable Diſpute, not doubt- 
ing, that if he ſhould but Study the Queſtion, 
{ſo many Hours, as Mr. Tous had done - 
Days, {o many Des, as he had done Weeks, 
ſo many Weeks, as he Months, or ſo many 

Months, as he Years, the Truth was fo evi- 
dent on his Side, he would not fear (in Spire 
of all Oppoſition) to make it clear. In the 
mean Time, truſting to GO D's Aſſiſtance, 
(whoſe Cauſe it was) he would attempt it; 
beginning with this Enthymema, 


C. Some Infants may NOT be Baptized ; there- 
fore, ſome Infants M AY be Baptized. 


T. Having repeated, he denied the Conſe- 


quence, 

C. Which he proved thus: Subcontrary Propo- 
ſitions, in a Contingent Matter, may be both true ; 
But thefe, v/z. Some Infants may not be Batized, ſome 
Infants man be Baptized, are Subcontrary Propoſitions 


( 18 ] 
in a Contingent Matter : 'Therefore they may be 
both true. 

T. Having repeated the Syllogiſm, he ſaid, there 
were four Terms 1n 1t. 

C. He enquired where? 

T. He antwered, In theſe Words, MAY be both 
true. in the Premiſes, and, ARE both true, in the 
Concluſion. | 

C. He anſwered, that was Mr. Tons Syllogiſm, 
none of his, reciting that Diſti& of Martial; 

Dem recitas meus eft, O Fidentine, logiſinus, 

Sed male dum recitas, incipit eſſe tuus. 


T. Repeating it over again after him, ſaid, That 
he ought to have brought in the Concluſions, AND 
both true. | | 

C. Which he took away thus; That which 
proves the Thing denied, is ſufficient : But that 
Subcontrary Propofitions, in a Contingent Matter, 
MAY be both true, proves the Thing denied, That 
Some Infants may not be Baptized, ſome Infants may 
be Baptized : Therefore it is ſufficient, 

T. He denied the Minor, tho' it be an Axiom, 
Subcontrary Propofitions in a Contingent Matter 
may be both true ; yet, it was not * that 
Theſe Subcontrary Contingent Propoſitions, viz. 
Some Infants may nt be Baptized, ſome Infants 
may be Baptized, may be both true. 

C. Which was proved thus: That, which is af- 
firmed and predicated of the Species, may be, and 
is, affirmed of every Individuum, and Particular, un- 
der that Species; But it is affirmed of the Species, 
That Subcontrary Propofitions in a Contingent 
Matter may be Both true: Therefore, it may be 
affirmed of Theſe particular Propoſitions, vis. Some 
Intants may nc be Baptized, ſome Infants may be 


Baptized, That They may be Both true. 
| | T. He 
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T. He ſaid, it was a Fallacy, he went about to 
entrap him, in confeſſing, That Subcontrary Pro- 
poſitions, may be both true, where the Subject is 
Capable; but here, the Subject (to wit Infants) are 

ot Capable of Baptiſm. | 

„Then replies he, T HEY are not Contingent, 
(which is here required) but Neceſſary Propoſitions 
in materid neceſſaria, if the Subject be not Capable; 
but we ſpeak of Contingent Propoſitions, the Predi- 
cate whereof may be affirmed, or denied, of the 
Subject without Contradiction; which, while he 
was framing into a Syllogiſm, 

T. Mr, T. interrupted him, ſaying, what would 
the Man ſay, if he could ſpeak ? 

C. You love not to hear Truth ſpeak, but would 
ſtrangle it in the Birth, like the Egyptian Midwives; 
but ro give you further Satisfaction, I will prove, 
That they are actually BO TH true, eſpecially, That 
ſome Infants may be Baptized; for, of the Other, 
there is no Controverſy : Which he did thus, To 
whom belongs the Eflence of Baptiſm, they may 
be Baptized; but to ſome Infants belongs the Eſ- 
ſence of Baptiſm ; therefore, ſome Infants may be 
Baptized. 

T. He denied the Minor, That the Eſſence of 
Baptiſm did belong to ſome Infants. 

C. Which was proved thus; To whom belong 
the Definition of Baptiſm, to them belongs the E 
ſence; but to ſome Infants belongs the Definition 
of Baptiſm; therefore, to ſome Intants belongs the 
Eſſence of Baptiſm. 

T. He anſwered, Firſt, to the Major, vis To 


whom belongs the Definition of Baptiſm, to them 


belongs the Eflence; ſaying, It was zdem per idem, 

proving of the fame Thing by the Same. 
C. To which was reply'd, why then ſays Ariſtotle, 
that felon O. ig This evrins ſrdeh the Definition is 
a 
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2 Manifeſtation of the Eſſence; and Logicians de- 
{cribe a Definition, to be explicatio re? Eſſentiæ, the 
Expre iſion of the Eſſence of a Thing; now, THAT 
which expreſſes a Thing; and WHICH IS expreſ- 
ſed. are Two diſtinct Things. Then he denied 
the Minor, which was proved thus: w 
C. The Definition of Baptiſm, as of all other 


Relations, is made up of the Fundament, Correla- 


tive, and Termini: But all theſe Three, fundamen- 
tum, correlatum, & terminis, belong to Infants; 
1 the Definition of Baptiſm belongs to In- 
ants. 1 

T. He denied the Major, That Baptiſm was a 
Relation, or was made up of thoſe Ingredients. 

C. He reply'd, That ſeemed ſtrange to him, ſee- 
ing ALL the Divines, and Logicians, that he had 
read, affirmed Baptiſm to be a Relation; and it was 
evident, it could be put in no other Predicament, 
(as might be proved by Induction, but that the Peo- 
ple underſtood ir not) ſeeing the whole Nature of 
Baptiſm is 723; 73, in Relation to another. 

T. He ſaid, he cared not for Authorities, but bid 
him prove it. 

C. Which he did thus; Every Sacrament is a 
Relation; bur Baptiſm is a Sacrament : "Therefore 
Bapriſm 1s a Relation. 

I. He faid, he might deny doth Propoſitions; 
Firſt, the Major; becauſe, for any Thing he knew, 
every Sacrament was not a Relation; and the Mi- 
nor too, that Baptiſm was a Sacrament, for the 
Word Sacrament, was an Invention of Man, not 
grounded upon Scripture. 

C. Which both Propofitions together, were prov'd 
thus; I hat which is an Outward, and Viſible Sign, 
of an Inward, and Inviſible Grace, is both aRelation, 
and a Sacrament ; but Baptiſm is an Qutward, and 
| | Viüble 


LE 
Viſible Sign of an Inward, and Inviſible Grace: 
Therefore it is both a Relation, and a Sacrament. 

T. He denied the Minor, That Baptiſm was an 
Outward, and Viſible Sign, of an Inward, and In- 
viſible Grace. INES 

C. He told him, it was St. Auſtin's Defini- 
tion, avouched by learned Men in ſucceeding Ages; 
confirmed, and approved, by the Church of Eu- 
gland in the old Catechiſm. 

T. Mr. T. ſaid he look'd for Artificial, or Divine 
Arguments, not humane Teſtimonies; at which 
Anſwer, while Mr. C. ſeemed to be aſtoniſhed, he 
took Occaſion to triumph, contumeliouſly, ſaying, 
he never heard ſuch an Argument. 

C. To which he replied, Nor did Alexander 
ever ſee ſuch a Knot, as the Gordian, which made 
him cut it, when he could not untie it. You teach 
me, by Experience, to know, That there is no Diſ- 
puting againſt them, that deny all Principles: For 
where you think the People do not underſtand, you 


make no Scruple to deny clear Truths in Logick, 


and Divinity : "Therefore, I ſee, I muſt goto plain 
Scripture, that all the People may underſtand the 
Abſurdities: Now, That the Definition of Baptiſm 
(which was the Thing denied) belongs to Infants, I 
prove thus: 

If G O D inſticuted Baptiſm for Infants, 
CHRIST merited it for them, and they ſtand in 
Need of it, Then, to Infants belongs the Definiti- 
on of Baptiſm: But GOD inſtituted, CHRIST 
merited, and Infants ſtand in Need of Baptiſm: 
ee to Infants belongs the Definition of Bap- 
tilm. 
T. He denied the Minor, That G O D did 
inſtitute Baptiſm for Infants, that CHRIST did 


merit it for chem, or Infants ſtand in Need of it. 
C. Which 


ö 
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C. Which he promiſed to prove in order; Firſt, 
That GOD did inſtitute Baptiſm for Infants. He 
that appointed Infants Church- Members Under the 
Goſpel, did inſtiture Baptiſm for them ; bur GOD 
appointed Infants Church-Members under the Goſ- 
pel; therefore, G O did inſtitute Baptiſm for 
Infants. 

T. He faid, Firſt, the Major might be queſtioned ; 
becauſe to be Church-Members, and to be Baprized, 
were not fermini condertibiles. | 

C. He confeſſed it; for Infants, under the Law, 
were Church- Members, and yet not Baptized, but 
Circumciſed; and before the Law, Church- Mem- 
bers, and yet, neither Circumciſed, nor Baptized; 
but under the Goſpel they were ſo convertible, that 
ALL that were Baptized, were Church-Members, 
and ALL that were Church-Members were to be 
Baptized ; which is, that which he affirmed now, and 
is a Truth ſo clear, that Mr. Touss confeſles ir all 
along in his Books, and upon That confeſſed 
Ground, Mr. Baxter goes in many of his Arguments. 

T. He would have denied it, 'till a Gentleman 
told him, That he heard his affirm the Same in his 
Sermon the Day before: Then he denied the Mi- 
nor, That GOD did inſtitute Infants Church- 
Members under the Goſpel. 

C. That III confirm, ſays he, with a Three- 
fol! Cord, which will not eafily be broken; Before 
the Law, Under the Law, and Under the Golpel ; 
which he framed into an Argument thus; Thoſe, 
whom GOD did promiſe Before the Law, fore- tell 
Under the Law, actually receive into Covenant Un- 
der the Goſpel, Thoſe GOD did appoint Church- 
Members under the Goſpel ; but GOD did promiſe 
Before the Law, fore-tell Under the Law, and actu- 
all receive Infants into Covenant Under the Golpel : 
Therefore, GOD did appoint Infants Church- Mem- 
bers umler the Goſpel. T. He 
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T. He denied the Minor, That GOD did 


promiſe before the Law, fore-tell under the Law, 


and actually receive Infants into Covenant under the 


Goſpel. 


C. Which was ed in Order; firſt, That 


'G OD did rome e Before the Law, that Infants 


ſhould be in Covenant Under the Goſpel, thus, 
That, which GOD did promiſe to Abraham, 
was Before the Law; but GOD did promiſe to A. 
brabam, That Infants ſhould be in Covenant Under 
the Goſpel : Therefore G O did promiſe Before 
the Law, that Infants ſhould be in Covenant Under 
the Goſpel. 
The Minor being denied, he proved it out of 


Gen. xvii 7. I will eftabliſÞ my Covenant between 


me, and thee, and thy Seed after thee, in their Gene- 
rations, for an everlaſting Covenant, to be a God unte 
thee, and unto thy Seed after thee, Thus framing his 
Argument ; He that made an Everlaſting Covenant 


with Abrabam, and his Seed after him in their Gene- 


rations, promiſed, That Infants ſhould be in Cove- 


nant under the Goſpel; but GOD made an Ever- 
laſting Covenant with Abraham, and his Seed ter 


him in their Generations: Therefore G O pro- 


miſed, that Infants ſhould be in Covenant under the 
Goſpel. 

T. He denied the Major, ſaying, That Everlaſting 
There, ſignify d only a Long Time; not that it ſhould 
be ſo under the Goſpel to the World's End; and 
was to be interpreted by the Verſe following, I will 
give unto thee the Land of Canaan for an Everlaſting 
Poſſeſſion ;, and yet, the Jews are now diſpoſſeſſed of 
Canaan. | 

C. They are Now Diſpoſſeſt, but ſhall be poſ- 
ſeſſed of it again, at their Converfion, and fo have 
an Everlaſting Poſſeſſion, in the Type, to the End 
of the World, in the Antitype, for Ever: But that 
the Covenant, that GOD made with Abraham, is 


to 
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to continue to the End of the World, appears, in 


that it is a Goſpel Covenant: That, which is a 
Goſpel Covenant, is to continue to the End of the 


World; but the Covenant, that GOD made with 
Abraham and his Seed to all Generations, is a Goſ- 


pel Covenant, Gal. iii. 8. And the Scripture fore. 
ſeeing, that GOD would Fuftify the Heathen through 
Faith, preached the Geſpel before to Abraham, ſaying, 
In thee ſhall all Nations be bleſſed ; Therefore, it 1s 
to continue to the End of the World. 

T. Without repeating, he confuſedly anſwered 
thus; That it was an Everlaſting Covenant, and to 
continue to the End of the World; but NOT to 
Infants. 

C. He told him, firſt, That it was a Denying 
of the Concluſion ; Then he took away his Anſwer, 
thus, It GOD commands Infants to ſtand before 
him in Covenant, then it is to continue to Infants; 
Bur GOD commands Infants to ſtand in Covenant 
before him: Therefore it is to continue to Infants. 
Deut. xxix. 10, 11. Ie aud this Day, ALL of you, 
before the Lord your God, your Captains of your Tribes, 
your Elders, and your Officers, with ALL the Men 
of Iſrael, your LITTLE ONES. 

T. He ſaid, That he ſhould have proved, that it 


ſhould continue to Infants to the World's End; for 


he did not deny, but that Infants, in ſome Senſe, 
were in Covenant under the Law, but not under the 
Goſpel. 

C. Yes, under the Goſpel; for if CHRIST hath 
obtained a more excellent Miniſtry, and is a Media- 
tor of a better Covenant, which is eſtabliſh'd upon 
better Promiſes; Then, it Infants were ia Cove- 
nant under the Law, they are in Covenant under 
the Goſpel ; But Hob. viii. 6. CHRIST hath ob- 
rained a more excellent Miniſtry, was a Mediator 
of a better Covenant, which was eſtabliſh'd upon 
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better Promiſes, therefore, if Infants were in Co- 
venant under the Law, they are in Covenant under 
the Goſpel. | | 
T. He denied the Conſequence of the Major, 


That tho' the Covenant of the Goſpel was a better 


Covenant than That of the Law; yet, Infants 
were not in Covenant, as well under the Goſpel, 


zs under the Law. 
C. Which was thus taken away; That which 


Unchurches the one half of Chriſtendom, and leaves 
them no ordinary Means of Salvation, cannot be 
a better Covenant ; But to deny Infants to be in Co- 
venant, Unchurches the one Halt of Chriſtendom, 
and leaves them no ordinary Means of Salvation: 
'Therefore it cannot be a better Covenant. 

T. Without Repeating the Syllogiſm, or De- 
nying either of the Premiſſes, or formally apply- 
ing any Diſtin&ion, he ſaid, The Covenant under 
the Goſpel was made only with the Spiritual Seed 
of Abraham. h 

C. Which was thus diſprov'd; If the Covenant was 
made in the fame Manner, and Extent, with the 
Gentiles, as with the Fews; then, under the Goſ- 
pel, it was, not only made with the Spiritual Seed; 
But it was made in the ſame Manner, and Extent, 
with the Gentiles, as it was made with the Jews: 
Therefore, under the Goſpel, it was not only made 
with the Spiritual Seed. 

T. He denied the Minor. 

C. Which was proved by this Enthymema : The 
Partition Wall is pull'd down, and Few and Gentile are 
all One in CHRIST JESUS: Therefore, the 


Covenant is made in the ſame Manner, and Extent, 


to the Few, and to the Gentile. 

T. He denied the Conſequent; That, tho the Par- 
tition Wall was taken down, and Both, few and 
Genti/e, are all One in _ RIST JESUS, ſee- 


ing 
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ing the Goſpel was offered to all Nations; yet, un- 
der the Goſpel, the Covenant was only with the 
Elect, and 'Lrue Belie vers. | 

C. Which was confuted thus; That, which is 
made with the Whole Viſible Church, is not on!“ 
made with the Ele&, and 'True Believers; Bur the 
Covenant is made with the Whole Vifible Church: 
Therefore, not only with the Ele&, and True Be- 


lie vers. 


T. He denied the Major. 

C. Which was proved thus; That, which is made 
with the Kingdom of GOD upon Earth, is not 
cnly made with the Ele& ; But, That, which is made 
with the Whole Church viſible, is made with the 
Kingdom of GOD upon Earth : Therefore, it 
was not only made with the Ele&. 

T. He denied the Major; that That, which was 
made to the Kingdom of GOD upon Earth, is 
not culy made with the Ele&. 

C. Which was proved thus; In the Kingdom 
of GOD, that is, in the Church Militant, there 
are, not only, Elect, but Reprobates, Saints, but 
Hypocrites; for ALL, that are Outwardly called, 
are of the King om of G OD, in this Senſe, and 
Many are called, bu; Few choſen. The Kingdom 
of GOD is compared to a Field, where there are 
'T ares, as well as Wheat; to a Fold, where there 
are Goats, as well 2s Sheep; to a Nobleman's Houſe, 


where there are Veſlels of Diſhonour, as well as 


of Honour. And, if the Church, in Regard of 
Outward Adminiſtration of Ordinances (which is 
the Queſtion) were only the Ele&; then it would 
follow, that there never was a Viſible Church upon 
Earth; the Fews had no more Viſible Church than 
the Heathens; the Diſtinction of the Church Vi- 
fible, and Inviſible, were Frivolous; for no Man, 


nor Angel, knows who are Ele&, nor Any, but 
GOD. To 
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To which Iſſue, the firſt Branch of the 
Argument being brought, Mr. C. referred 
the Judgment of it to the People, and pro- 
ceeded to the Second; That GOD foretold 
under the Law, That Infants ſhould be 
Church-members under the Goſpel. 

Mr. T. perceiving, That the People ap- 
prehended, That he was brought to an ap- 
parent Abſurdity, would have waded into a 

Diſcourſe to wind himſelf our. 

+ t Mr. C. told him, That ic was his Of- 
fice (being Reſpondent) to Deny or Diſtin- 
guiſh, but not, authoritatively, to determine 
the Queſtion, as if he were the Doctor of 
the Chair; and, with much ado (the Anabap- 
tiſts crying, Let him have Liberty to ſpeak) 
brought him to diſpute again, and to turn to 
Hai. xlix. 22. Whence Mr. Cx AOOR fram- 
ed this Argument: 


C. He that foretold, That he would lift up his Hand 
to the Gentiles, and ſer up a Standard to the Peo- 
ple; and that they ſhould bring their Sons in their 
Arms, and That their Daughters ſhould be carried 
upon their Shoulders, foretold, that Infants ſhould 
be Church-members under the Goſpel: But thus 
faith the LORD GOD, Behold, I will lift up 
my Hand to the Gentiles, and ſet up my Standard to 
the People, and they ſhall bring tby Sons in their 
Arms, and thy Daughters ſhall be carried upon their 
Shoulders : Therefore GOD foretold, that Infants 
ſhould be Church-members under the Goſpel. 

T. He denied the Major; and ſaid the, Mean- 


ing was, Thar the Jews ſhould bring the Gentiles 


ildren. 
C. To which he reply'd GOD ſays, I will lift 
up my Hand to the _ and They, that i, 
D : The 
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the Cemtiles, ſhall bring thy Sons; and Mr. Tous 
ſays, the Fews ſhall bring thy Sons. Then a Gen- 
tleman read the Words, and ſaid, It is the Gentiles 
ſhall bring, Cc. 

T. Then Mr. J. recollecting himſelf, ſaid, the 
meaning was, The Gentiles ſhould bring the Jews 
Children from Captivity; And that it did not point 
at the Time of the Goſpel. 

C. To which was replyed; The Contents of the 
Chapter ſays, That it points at the Time of the 
Golpel; Mr. Towss fays, it points at the Time of 
the eus Captivity ; whether ſhall we believe? and 
repeated the Contents: CHRIST, being lent to 
the Jews, complaineth of them, to the 5th Verſe; 
he is ſent to the Gentiles, to the r3thVerſe; GOD's 
Love to his Church, to the End: Then the People 
laughed, c. 

The Pith of which, was framed into an Argu- 
ment, thus; Thar, which is the Judgment of the 
Church of England, ought to be entertained before 
the groundleſs Aſſertion of one Private Man; But 
that it points at the Time of the Goſpel, is the 
Judgment of the Church of England : Therefore it 
ought to be entertained before the groundleſs Aſſer- 
tion of one Private Man. 

T. He denied, That it was the Judgment of the 
Church of Eng land. 

C. Which was thus proved; If the Church of 
England cauſes it to be Printed, and commands it 
to be Read before the Chapter, then it is the Judg- 
ment of the Church of England; but the Church 
of England cauſes it to be Printed, and commands 
it to be Read before the Chapter: Therefore, it is 
the ſudgment of the Church of Enzland. | 

T. Mr. T. ſaid, It was not commanded to be 
Printed, and Read ſo before the Chapter; for he 


C. He 
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C. He told him; It was the ſame with the great 
Church Bible, which was, not only, authorized 
with a Proclamation, but with an Act, almoſt, fitty 
Years ago; and will Mr. Tous, (ſaid he) without 

iving a Reaſon, condemn a whole Nation to have 
; in ſuch an Error all that While ? Then Mr. 


 Abbets, Preacher-reſident there, One who had been 


dipped, being in Pulpit with Mr. Tous, ſtood up, 
and ſaid; the Words were, They ſhall bring zby 
Sons in #beir Arms; To which Mr. C. replied, 
what then? May they not be G O D's Sons by 
Adoption, and their own by Natural Generation? 
Mr. Tomss fell upon expounding the Chapter 
from Verſe to Verſe. Mr. C. told him, That they 
came not to hear him Expound, but Diſpute ; 
and, repeating the laſt Argument, wiſhed him to 
anſwer : At which, Mr. Abbets ſtood up again, and 
ſaid, The Words of the Text were, That they, 
that is, the Gentiles, ſhall bring thy Children, that 
is, the Fews. To which Mr. C. replied, That is 
an Addition to the Text; for there is no mention of 
the eus; But grant it were, muſt it be, therefore, 
meant of the Captivity ; the 20 and 21 verſes of this 
Chapter confute it, intimating, That the Fews, after 
CHRIST's coming, ſhould loſe their own natural 
Children, and that the Gentiles Children ſhould be 
adopted, and engrafted into their Place; They, that 
is, the Gentiles converted, ſhall bring thy Sons; 
Thine, by-a Kind of Adoption, and Spiritual Suc- 
ceſſion; for the Gentiles Children, were ingrafted 
into the Stock of the Fews Children broke off; And 
this is ſo clear from the Context (compared with 
Rom. 11.) That, with Reaſon, it cannot be denied; 
and added, That he was to ſpeak to Mr. Touss, 
who underſtood the Nature of a Diſpute, and not 
to him; and if he would take upon him to Mode- 
rate, it was fit, that he ſhould have another. 


T. Mr. 
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T. Mr. Touss asked Mr. C. What he underſtood 
by Standard, what by Kings, what by Nurfinge 
Fathers, &c. 

C. He told him, That it was not his Place to diſ- 
pute Socratically, by asking of Queſtions, but to 
an{wer ad Appſitum. But to give him Satisfaction 
(Which he needed not) by Standard, he underſtood 
ſome Vifivle Goſpel-Ordinance, as Baptiſm, &c. by 


Kings, Supream Magiſtrates ; by Nurſing- Fathers, 


and Nurſing-Mothers, Patrons, and Prote&ors of 
the Golpel, 


T. He ſaid, That it was a Metaphorical Speech; 


and that nothing could be gather'd from it. 
C. He revly'd, That he would grant him, that it 


was more than a Metaphorical Speech; (for a Meta- 


phor contilted but in One fingle Trope) but that it 
was a Continuatioa of ſeveral Tropes ; and therefore, 
Allegorical; yer, it did not follow, that nothing 
coulo be gathered from ir; for then, nothing could 
be gathered from any Parable in the Goſpel ; nay, 
nor from any Part of the New Teſtament; for 
there is ſcarce 2 Sentence without ſome Tropes in it. 

T. M.. I. faid, It was fulfill'd in Hefter's Time, 
who was a Nutſing- Mother to the Jews. 

C. To which was anſwered ; Heer was a Jew, 
and a Friend to the Fews; what is this to the Gen- 
tiles Bringing Children upon Shoulders? And tho? 
That ſhould be waved, and Heger granted to be a 
Nurſing- Mother, in the Type; yet, in the Antitype, 
it aims, principally, at the Times of the Goſpel; 
elſe, groſs Abſurdities would follow; for what Kings 
or Que-ns, in /2%'s Time, did bow down to the 
Jews with their Face towards the Earth, and lick 
up the Nutt of their Feet? v. 23. Iſles are ſummon- 
ed, in the 1{t Verſe, which mult be meant of the 
Time of the Goſpel: CHRIST is promiſed to be 
given for a Light to che Gentiles, that he _ bo 

their 
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their Salvation to the End of the Earth, v. 6. Kings 


ſhall ſee, and ariſe, Princes alſo ſnall worſhip, v. 7. 


And the Holy Ghoſt, youu verbatim, and applies, 
to the Time of the Goſpel, the 8th v. and that ex- 
preſly, 2 Cor. vi. 2. There is an implied Cutting off 
of the Jews, v. 20. An Ingrafting in of the Gentiles, 
the Children of the Wild Olive, into the Stock of 


the Natural Olive, v. 21. And a Bringing of Chil- 


. dren to Viſible Ordinances, v. 22. All which, he 


offered to frame into Arguments. 

T. Bur Mr. T. prevented it, ſaying, That though 
it ſhould be underitood of the Times of the Goſpel ; 
yet, by Sons in Arms, and Daughters upon Shoul- 
ders, was meant Grown Men, for any Thing he 
knew, and Men, and Women of a Hundred Years 
of Age, might be carried upon Arms, and upon 
Shoulders, 


Which, indeed, is the ſame Anſwer Mr. 
T. gives in his ſceptical Exercitation ; (like 
| Foxes, and Badgers, being beat out of one 
Hole, have another to fly into): Where 
(as Mr. Huſſey quotes him) he uſes the ſame 
Words, Mr. Albets, and he found Fault 
with, in Mr. C. Major Propoſition; for theſe 
are his Words; It is foretold, That the Gen- 
tiles oui bring their Children in their 
Arme: Therefore the Prophet foreſuu the 
Baptiſm of Infants, He might have ſeen 
the Beam in his own Eye; turpe eft doctori, 
&c. But to return to Mr. T. Anſwer. 

C. Which Mr. C. took thus away; Them, that 
they ſhould bring in their Boſoms, were Infants; 
But it was foretoli. That they ova bring them 
in their Loſoms; Therefore toy ere Tofancs, 
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T. He enquired, Where it did appear, That they 
ſhould bring them in their Boſoms. FP 

C. Our of the Text, for the Word, in the Ori- 
ginal, (which is tranſlated Arms) is Boſom; and 
{o the Septuagints read it, iy x6aTw, intimating, That 
they ſhould bring ſucking Children, hanging upon 
their Breaſts. 

T. Then Mr. Tours faid, It was an Analogy, 
and performed, when the Gentiles perſuaded their 
Children to embrace CHRIST. | 

C. Well then, Ir is heir Children, not thy Chil- 
dren, Oportet efſe Memorem ; But not That neither; 
for that Scripture, which, in the Letter, ſuits with 
many other Scriptures, but, in the pretended Ana- 
logy, with xo Other, cannot be the Meaning; But, 
to interpret it /iterally, of Bringing Children to 
CHRIST in the Boſom, ſuits with many Scriptures ; 
and, to perſuade them to come to CHRIST, with 
no Scriptures ; Therefore, it cannot be the Mean- 
ing. 

T. Mr. T. could not name one Text of Scripture, 
where, to bring in Arms, or Boſom, was to perſuade 
to come to CHRIST. 

C. So Mr. C. reterred the Judgment of it to the 
People, and named another Text, / xv. 20. There 
ſpall le no more, thence, an Infant of Days, &c. 
But the Child ſhall die an Hundred Years old. 

T. Mr. T. bid him read the Reſt of the Words, 
and the Verſe following. | 

C. He ſaid, he had read as much, as he intended 
to raile his Argument from. 

T. Take Notice (ſays he) he will not read That 
which makes againſt him. | 

C. Not fo; for Nothing of it makes againſt me; 
but that an Argument muſt be terminus ſimplex, and 
homogeneal;, and That you know well enough, but 
that, in Place of ſolid Satisfaction, you muſt ſay 
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ſomething to deceive the People. The Arguments 


J ſhall riſe from hence, are Two. The Firſt is 
This; There ſhall be no more an Infant of Days; 
that is, Infants ſhall not be Uncapable of the Seal, 
while their Age is meaſured by Days; as the Fews 
Infants, who might not be Circumciſed, till a 
Week had paſſed over them: Therefore, Infants, 
New-born, are Capable of the Seal: The ſecond. 
Argument is This; The Child ſhall die an Hun- 
dred Years old; that is, as an Hundred Years old; 
or, as well a Church-member, as if he were a 
Hundred Years old: Therefore, Children may be 
Baptized under the Goſpel. 

T. Mr. T. found Fault with that Interpretation, 
viz, as if an Hundred Years old. 

C. He anſwered; To take it literally, would im- 
ply a Contradiction; for it was impoſſible to be a 
Child, and a Hundred Years old; and that it was 
better than His, and the Anabaptiſt's Expoſition of 
1 Cor. x. 2. And were all Baptized in the Cloud, 
that is (ſay you) as ff they were Baptized in the 
Cloud, when nothing hindred, but they were really 
Baptized in the Cloud; and of Rom. xi. 19; The 
Branches were broken ff. That is (ſay you) as if 
they were broken off, when it was both poſlible, 
and apparent, that they were broken off. | 

T. Then Mr. T. ſaid, It was not meant of the 


Times of the Goſpel. 


C. To which was replied, Mr. T. will ſtill be 
Wiſer than the Church of England; and read the 
Contents of the Chapter; The Calling of the Gen- 
tiles, v. 1. The Fews rejected, v. 17. The bleſſed 
State of the new Feruſalem, to the End. 

T. Mr. T. ſaid it was verified, Zacha. viii. 4, 5. 
Thus ſaith the Lord of Haſts, there ſhall yet old Men, 
and cia Women dwell in the Streets of Jeruſalem, and 
every Man with bis Staff in his Hand for very Age, 
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aud the Streets of the City ſhall be full of Boys, and 
Girls, playing ia the Streets there. 

C. To which was replied, What is this to an 
Infant of Days, or a Child dying a Hundred Years 
old? when it is apparent, both from the Contents, 
and Text, that This of Zachariab, is meant of the 
Jetus Return from Captivity; and more apparent, 
that That of Iſaiah is meant of the State of 
CHRIST's Kingdom under the Goſpel; which I 
prove thus: That Interpretation, which brings with 
it Abſurdity, Untruth, Blaſphemy, is not to be 
admitted; But to interpret it of the J eus Re- 
turn from Captivity, brings wich it Abſurdity, Un- 
truth, Plaſphemy : Therefore, it is not to be ad- 
mitted. 

T. Mr. Tous denied the Minor. 

21 Which was proved in Order; Firſt, That it 
brought with it Abſurdity; But to apply the 25 
derſe to the Return from Captivity was abſurd, vis, 
That the Wolf, and the Lamb ſhould feed together, 
and the Lion ſhould eat Straw with the Bullick, and 
Di ſhould be the Serpents Meat: Therefore, it 
brought with it Abſurdity. Secondly, That it brought 
with it Untruth ; But to apply the 19 ver/e to the 
Return from Captivity brought with it Untruth, 
vix. That the Voice of Weeping ſhould be no more heard 
in Jeruſalem; for it was twice deſtroyed after That, 
once by Anticchus, then by Veſpatian and Titus: 
Therefore it brought with it Untruth. 

Thirdly, that it brought with it Blaſphemy ; for 
to interpret the 17 werſe, Behold, I create new 
Heavens, and new Karth, and the Former ſhall net 
be remembred, nor come into Mind, of the ſecond 
Temple, is Blaſphemous: Therefore it brought 
with it Blaſphemy; for it croſſeth St. Peter's Inter- 
pretation, 2 Pet. iii. 13. We, according to his Promiſe, 
dork for new Heavens, and @ new Earth; For can 

any 


mi 
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any rational Man think, that the new Temple built 
at Feruſalem in Cyrus's Time, was this new Hea- 
ven, and new Earth, and that the Former ſhould 
not be remembred? When many of the ancient 
Men are ſaid to weep, becauſe the Glory of the 
latter Temple was Short of the Glory of the Firſt, 
Ezra. wi. 12. For it was Inferiour to Solomon's 
Temple, Firſt, in Reſpe& of the Building, that 
was lower, and meaner; Secondly, in Reſpe& of 
the Veſlels which were, before of Gold, but now, of 
Braſs; Thirdly, In Reſpe& of five Things that 
were loſt; Firſt, the Ark of GOD; Secondly, 
The Urimand Thummim; Thirdly, Fire from Hea- 
ven to conſume the Sacrifices; Fourthly, the Glo- 
ry ot GOD between the Cherubims; Fifthly, the 
Gift of Propheſy: For after the ſecond Temple, 
there was no Prophet. 


'T. Mr. T. fell to his wonted Courſe of 
impertinent Expoſition, wherein, Mr. C. told 
him, he violated the Rules of Diſpute, and 
did laſciviouſly wanton it out into a Wilder- 
neſs of Words, that the Truth might be ob- 
{cured, or loſt ; and, like a Lapwing, carry 
the Hearers far from the Matter. Then C. P. 
an Apothecary began to interpoſe, as he had 
done once before; till a Gentleman of Au- 
thority, told him, That it was not fit for a 
Man of his Place, and Calling to ſpeak ; 
Yet, Mr. Touss would not be ſatisfied, but 
went on, ſaying, That Dr. Prideau in Ox- 
ford, when a Place of Scripture was cited, 
was wont to give a large Expoſition. 


C. Mr. C. replied, That Dr. Pridcaux was Doctor 
of the Chair, and Judge of the Controverſy, and 
might do That, which a Reſpondent may not do; 
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whoſe Office is, only to Repeat, Deny, Diſtin- 
guiſh, and, when a Text is quoted, to give a Brief 
Expoſition, that the Opponent may have ſomething 
to faſten upon; But what Dr. Prideaux did, he 
knew not; but what Dr. Collins, and Dr. Ward did, 
he could tell him; but that it was not to the pre- 
{ent Purpoſe. And that his Judgment in This, was 
but the Same with his own Univerſity of Oxford, 
as he knew, of late, by a ſad Experiment. 

T. Mr. T. asked what That was? 

C. He told him, an Exploſion; not for Diſability 
(for his Diſpute was plauſible enough) but that he 
would neither be ſatisfied with Dr. Salvage's An- 
ſwer, nor with the Decor of the Chair's Determi- 
nation; but tell to Repetitions, and Extravagancies, 
as NOW... 


Mr. Tous launched into a tedious Diſ- 
courſe to vindicate himſelf, till he had 
tired the Auditors, who cried out, This is, 
bur to waſte Time; and a Gentleman 
ſpake aloud, This is, but to ſpend the 
Time in Parling, that he may avoid the 
Gun-ſhot; for he is afraid the great Thun- 
derbolt is behind: And ſo, with much ado, 
he was brought to diſpute again; when Mr. 
C. Falling upon the third Branch of his Ar- 
gument, vis. That GOD did actually re- 

cCeive Infants to be Church- members under 
the Goſpel, began thus. | 


C. Thoſe, whom CHRIST commanded his 
Ditciples. ro Baptize, They may be Baptized; But 
CHRIST commanded his Diſciples to Baptize In- 
fants: Therefore, they may be Baptized. The 
Minor, being denied, was proved thus; He, that 
commanded his Diſciples to Baptize all Nations, 
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commanded them to Baptize Infants; But CHRIST 
commanded his Diſciples, Matt. xxviii. 19. to Bap- 
tire all Nations: Therefore, CHRIST commanded 


them to Baptize Infants. 
T. Mr. T. denied the Major. 


C. Which was proved by this Enthymema; the 
Whole includes every Part; Infants are a Part of 
Nations: Therefore, he that commanded to Bap- 
= ALL Nations, commanded to Baptize In- 

nts. 

T. He denied the Conſequent, tho' the Whole 
included every Part, and Nations were the Whole, 
and Infants were a Part of Nations; yet it did not 


| follow, that Infants were to be Baptized. 


C. He returned, that That Saying of Aquinas, 
poito toto generali, pars ejus negari non pete, a ge- 
neral Whole being grauted, no Part of it can be denied, 
was an Axiom, both in Logick, Philoſophy, and 
Divinity; as Pſ. cxvii. 1. Praiſe the Lord all ye Na- 
tions, is interpreted by another Palm, Old Men, and 


Babes, Young Men, and Maidens, praiſe ye the 


Lord. 

T. Mr. T. Said, It was an Axiom, That the 
Whole includes every Part, where there is no Ex- 
ception, but here is an Exception. 

C. He replied, St. Ambroſe, upon the Place, ſays, 
there is no Exception, Oui dixit OM NES, nullos 
excluſit, neque parvulos, &c. He that ſaid, Baptize 
ALL Nations, excepted none, no, not Infants. 
IT. Mr. T. lighted St. Ambroſe's Authority. 

C. Then ſaid Mr. C. Whether ſhall we obey, 
Ambroſe, Biſhop of Millain, with Scripture, or Mr. 
Tous, Vicar of Leominfer, againſt Scripture ? 
judge ye. But that there is no Exception, I prove 
thus; If Infants be excepted from Baptiſm, it is, 
either, becauſe they are not named in the Text, or 
becauſe we find no Inſtance that any were Baptized, 
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or becauſe they are not Capable ; But for none of 
theſe three : Therefore, Infants are not excepred. 
T. Mr. T. denied the Major, and faid, That a 
fourth Reaſon might be given, viz. Becauſe they 
were not Diſciples. 

C. He told him, That, in this Anſwer, he ſhew'd 
himſelf to be no good Logician ; for it is an Axiom, 
That, in no Diviſion, one Member can be affirmed 
of another, becauſe they are Oppoſite ; now to be 
Diſciples, and Capable of Baptiſm, were not Oppo- 
ſire, but Subordinate ; Aud to be Diſciples, if it 
made them not Capable, it was no Exception at all; 
if it ad; them Capable, it was the ſame with the 
Third. To which Dilemma, when he could receive 
no Anſwer, he demanded, where was it required, 
That thoſe, that are to be Baptized, muſt be Diſ- 
Ciples ? | 

T. He faid, out of the Text; for That, which is 


tranſlated, Teach all Nations, is palyredoare, make 


Diſciples of all Nations. | 

C. He replied ; at Ry, you found Fault with 
me for that Tranſlation, asking me, was I wiſer 
than the Tranſlators? and now, when it. ſeems to 
make for you, you urge it. Quo teneam vultus mu- 
tantem Protea nodo? J confeſs it is yvalwrevoare, in 
the AORIST, Ze Hall make Diſciples ; for it muſt 
be interpreted by the Future, BanliCorl:s, Baptizing, 
or, by Baptizing, in the Preſent Tenſe, as if Ds/cte 
pling were the End, and Baptizing the Means, and 
required no Qualification before, (as learned Men, 
with great Probability, preſs) but I will not inſiſt up- 
on That now: But That, which you denied, I prove, 
diz. That Infants may be Diſciples from that Place, 
Rom. xv. 10. compared with the 5 v. for fo Mr. 
C. ſaid, Miſtaking it for Ads xv. 10. 

I. At which Mr. Tous inſulted, ſaying, he was 
a good Text- man. 

C. He 
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C. He replied, he was in Haſte, and did not 
think of this before, but that his Anſwer drove him 
to it; and that He, in his e/aborate Books, did, often- 
times, quote one Place for another; then, how 
much more might he, that was extempora!? It had 
been enough to have ſaid, as our Saviour ſaid to the 
Tempter, It is written: But, to leave theſe Catches, 
and come to the Proof: They, upon whom the 
Phariſees would have laid the Yoak, were Diſciples, 
v. 10. Why tempt ye GOD, to put a Noak upon the 
Neck of the Diſciples : But many of them were In- 
fants : Therefore, Infants are Diſciples. 

T. He denied the Minor, viz. That many of 
them were Infants. 

C. Which was proved thus; The Yoak was Cir- 
cumciſion, for v. 5. the Phariſees ſaid, That it was 
necdful to Circumciſe them; But They, upon whom 
the Yoak was to be impoſed by Circumciſion, were 
only Infants amongſt the Fews, and Infants, together 


with Parents, amongſt the Gentiles; Therefore, many 


of them were Infants. 

T. He denied the Major, and faid, the Yoak was 
not Circumciſion. 

C. He reply'd, It was apparent, by comparing 
the 5 and 10" Verſes with the foregoing Verſes. 
In the 1* v. Certain Men, which came down from 
Judea, taught the Brethren, except ye be Circumciſed, 
after the Manner of Moſes, ye cannct be ſaved. 
Where, obſerve, 'I hat Circumciſion is the Subject 
of the Queſtion. In the 24 . They determined, that 
Paul, and Barnabas, and certain others of them ſhould 
go up to ſeruſalem untothe Apoſtles, and Elders, about 
this Oueſtion; to wit, Circumcifion. In the 5 u. 
Certain of the Sett of the Phariſees ſaid. That it was 
needful to Circumciſe them. In the 6'* & The A- 
poſtles came together to conſider of this Matter; that 
is, Citrcumciſion; And when there had been much 


diſputing 


[4] | 
diſputing, Peter roſe up in the 7** v. and determined 
the Queſtion in the 10. Why tempt — God to — 
a Yoak upon the Neck of the Diſciples? 

T. Mr. T. faid, That Circumcifion Ein not be 
the Yoak, which neither They, nor their F athers, 
could bear. 

C. He returned, That it was a Bloody, and a Hea- 


vy Yoak ; therefore, the 1/7aelites had a Diſpenſation 8 


from it for forty Years in the Wildernels; Moſes 
negle&ed the Circumciſion of his Child, probably, 
for this Cauſe ; and his Wife (when the Child was 
Circumciſed) called him a Bloody Husband. 
Sichemites were ſlain, as Unable to defend themſelves, 


while they were ſore of the Wound of Circum- 


ciſion. 

T. Mr. T. ſaid, That the Dodrine L Moſes, was 
the 7cak, of which, Infants were not Capable. - 

C. He replied ; That Grcumciſſon was principally 
meant, and the Doctrine of Mcſes was only an A 
pendix of it; and Children were as Capable of the 
Doctrine then, as they were in the Times of Abra- 
ham, and of Meſes; when ALL, in the Moment of 
Circumciſion, were tied to the Obſervation of the 
Doctrine; tho', they of Ripe Years (to uſe Voſhas's 
Diſtin&ion) were taught the Doctrine antecedenter, 


before Circumciſion; Intants, of eight Days, __ 


guenter, after Circumcific ion, when Age made the 
Capable; I know ( lays GOD) prin, 6 wil] peo 
bis Children ; So that it is apparent, that ALL thoſe, 
upon whom Circumciſion, with the Do&rine of 
Moes, was to be impoſed, were called Diſciples; 
Bur ſeme of theſe, were Infants, for only Infants 
were Circumciſed among the Fews, and Injants, 
with the Parents, among the Gentiles ; Therefore, 
ſome Infants are Diſciples. 

Mr. T. Without any diſtinſ Anſwer, would 
have broke thro the Pales, to 10ve abroad again. 
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C. But he preſſed him to keep within the Liſts, 
urging this Argument; They, to whom is the Pro- 
mile, may be Baptized; its the Apoſtle's Own In- 
ference, Ads ii · 39. Be Baptized— for the Promiſc 
is to- Jou; But to Infants of Believing Parents is 
the Promiſe; The Promiſe is to . you, and to your 
Children: Therefore Intants may be Baptized. 
I. He denied the Minor, viz. That to Infants 
of Believing Parents is the Promiſe. 5 
C. He told him, it was the Words of the Text, 


The Promiſe is to you, and to your Children. 
IT. Then Mr. T. ſaid, They were not Belie- 
C. Mr. C; replied, xd were Believers; in fers, 
tho', perhaps, not in facto. RAR 
T. Thats Latin ( fays Mr. T.) what do you 
mean by it? | | 


C. He faid, I mean This, That they were, Be- 
lievers by Outward Aſſent, and Diſpoſition, ſuffici- 


ent to make them Members Viſible; but, perhaps, 


not Believers by Inward Aſſent, and Habit, to juſ- 
tify them, For I know, you will not ſay, that 
none are to be Baptized, but they that have a Saving 


Faith; which none, bat GOD, is able to diſcern. 


Miniſters muſt act according to Rule, which, in 
adultis, is Outward Profeſſion, or a Willingneis to 
receive the Ordinance; and that they were thus 


qualified, (which is ſufficient) it is apparent. 


Then Mr. T. denied, that they were ſufficiently 
qualified. N 

C. Which was proved thus; They, whom the 
Apoſtle commanded to be Baptized; were ſuffici- 
ently qualified ; But the Apoſtle commanded them 
to be Baptized: Therefore, they were ſufficiently 
qualified. 


T. Then Mr. T. without Repeating the Syllo- 


A — 


> 
| 
7 
* 


| be Baptized every one of you. 


[4] CIS 
giſm, or applying any Diſtin&ion, enquired, whers 
did the Apoſtle command them to he Baptized? | 
C He told him, verſe 38. B ,p ira yur, 
T. Yes, (ſays Mr. T.) Upon Condition of Re- 
pentence; repent and be Baptized. | 
C. That is a Condition of your own Making, 
ard an Adding to the Word of G O D; for 
where does the Scripture, either expreſly, ot im- 
pliedly, ſay, That Repentance is a Condition of 
Baptiſm? If it be meant of Compleat Repentance, 
true it is, It was their Duty, both ro Repent, and 
to be Baptized; to Repent, in Relation to 
CHRIS I crucified; to be Baptized, in Relation 
to ſudaiſm, which they were to put off, and to Chriſ- 
tianity, which they were to put on; But that they 
muſt have Compleat Repentance before Baptiſm, 
it is not ſo much as hinted at. And if you mean 
Incompleat Repentance, (which is, indeed, all 
that is required) they had That already; For they 
were pricked in Heart, ſaying, Men, and Brethreg, 
bat ſhall we do? | | 


. 
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T. Mr. T. Said, That was not all, tha was re- | 


quired,” nor was it a ſufficient Qualification for 
Baptiſm. | 

C. Againſt which Anſwer, it was concluded thus; 
That, upon which the Apoſtles Baptized three 
Thouſand the fame Day, was a ſufficient Qualifi- 
cation; But the "Apoſtles, upon That, Baptized 
three Thouſand the ſame Day: Therefore, it was 
a ſufficent Qualification. | 

T. He denied the Minor, and gave his Reaſon 
from the 40. and 41. Verſes, And with many other 
Nerds did be teig, and exhort, ſaying, Save your- 
ſelves from this untoward Generaticn. Then they, that 
lady received bis Word, were Baptized, © © 
ns " #4 Mr. 
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C. Mr. C. replied, That this was but a Recapitu- 


lation, or Reciting the Heads of Peter's Sermon, 


: 


which he had preached to them, before they. were- 
pricked in Heart, or were exhorted to be Baptized, 


and no new Act; which was « Thing ulual in 


Scripture, as Gen. i. GO. having expreſled the 
of him, 


Creation of Man, and G O D's Biefling 


and all Creatures to him, by à dees mejricy, te- 
cites the Manner of his Creation in the ſecond 
Chapter. But howſoever, it made nothing againſt. 
Him; for, whether it be taken thetically, without 


any Condition, or Hypothetically, upon Condition, 
of Repentance, the Children were to be Baprized 
together with the Parents; the Promiſe is to you, and 


io your CHILDREN; and That was all, chat 
he contended. for: From whence ſays he, ariſeth 


this Argument; To whom the Promiſe of Grace 


belongs, to them Baptiſm belongs alſo; but the 


P romiſe of Grace belongs to Believers and their 
Children: Therefore. Baptiſm belongs to Both. 
T. Mr. T. ſaid, the Promiſe of Grace belonged to 


Believers, and their Children, when their Children 


actually Believed, and not before: 


C. He replied, There were two Arguments in 


the Text to overthrow That: The Firſt might be 
drawn from the Indicative Predication in the pre- 
ſent Tenſe; the Promiſe IS to vou, and to your 


Children; IS, for the preſent, as well, to your Chil - 
dren, as to you. The Second, from the Oppoſi- 
tion betwixt yon and your Children, and them that. 


are 'afar off: They, and their Children, which are, 
7} iyſvs, near, (as the Greek Scholiaſt, and the Syrian 
Interpreter ſays) are oppoſed ro them that are, «is 
udregr, afar off, The Fews were Near, and in 
Covenant; for to them IS the Promiſe, in the pre. 
ſent Tenſe; but theGentiles were afar off, Eph. ii. 13. 
It, who ſorictimes were afar off, are made nigh 2 
my | 7 
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the Blood of CHRIST : Therefore it is expreſſed in 
the Future Tenſe, as many as GOD ſhall call; 
So that, to the Fews, being called, Their Children 
were in Covenant with them; when the Centrles 
ſpall be called, Their Children ſhall be in Cove- 
nant with 'Them. 

T. Mr. T. ſaid, He granted, That Children were 
in Covenant, and might be Baptized. 


C. Well then, obſetve, Good People, the Diſ- 


pute is zt an End; he grants, That Children are 
in Covenant, and may be Baptized. SZ. 

T. Yes, but by theſe Children are not meant In- 
fants, but Grown Men. 

C. He replied, There are many Circumftances 
in the Text to overthrow That; Firſt, the Word is, 
verre, Which comes from 7izre, to bring forth, 
given, ſometimes, to Children in the Womb: for 
the moſt Part, to them that are Newly-born, or 
Young. | | 

T. Mr. T. ſaid, it was alſo given to Men of 
Ripe Age. | 

C. Yes, fometimes, by a figurative Speech; as 
That of Fa/ius Ceſar to Brutus in Plutarch, x og 
rever, and thou my Child. And well might he call 
him his Child, for he had adopted him the Night 
before ; but, properly, it ſignifies a young Child : 
And fo it ought to be taken here, (unleſs ſome 
convincing Reaſon can be given to the Contrary) 
according to that Rule, Omne analogum per ſe paſi- 


zum, flat pro famqſiore ſignificato. 

Mr. T. gave no Anſwer, but, with a 
jeeting Eccho, repeated the laſt Words, 
pro famaſtore ſrenificato. 

The ſecond Circumſtance in the Text, is the 


Subſtantive Verb, is}, is; the Promiſe is to jon, 
and to your Childrey; not; IS to you, and SHALL 


be 


] 
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be to your Children: Now, What Children had 
they, at this Preſent, but young Children? unleſs 


Mr. T. will imagine, that they were all Old Men 
and Women, that were Preſent, and that their 


Younger Men and Women were Abſent. | 


The third Circumſtance in the Text, is the | nis 
cui, the End to WH OM; the Promiſe is to you, 


znd to your CHILDREN, The Fews Children, 
under the Law, were in Covenant with their Pa- 
rents; the Charter is confirm'd under the Goſpel to 
Them and their Children. The Fews, when they 
crucified CHRIST, called for a Curſe upon 
'Themſelves, and upon their Children; here the 
Apoſtle gives them a Remedy, as large as the Diſ- 
eaſe ; The Promiſe (that is, of Freedom from the 
Curſe) is to you, and to your Children. 

T. Mr. T. ſtill kept his Concluſion, in Spi te of 
the Premiſſes: viz. That it was to their Children, 
when they actually believed, and not before. 

C. Yes, and before they actually believed, which 
I prove thus: The Bleſſing is as large as the Curſe; 
But che Curſe extended, even to Children, before 
they could actually Believe; His Blocd BE| NO 
upon us, and upon our Children : Therefore the Blet- 


fing. | 

I. Mr. Tous anſwered to the Major, thus: 
If, by Bleſſing, was meant the inward and Spiritual 
Part of the Covenant, it might be true; but That 
was nothing to the preſent Purpoſe, ſeeing, it was 
not known to us: But, if the ogtward, and Viſible 
Part, he denied, that Infants were Capable of the 
Bleſſing, as well as Liable to the Curſe. 

C. Which Diſtinction was taken away, thus: 
They, that are Holy with a Covenant-Holineſs, are 
Capable of the Outward and Viſible Part; But In- 
fants of Believers are Holy with a Covenant-Ho- 
lineſs ; 11 heretore, they are Capable of the Outward 
gad Viſible Part. . T. Mr. 
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T. Mr. T. denied the Minor, and ſaid, That 
Covenant-Holineſs was a Gibberiſh, which they, 
that ſpoke it. did not underſtand themſelves. 

C. Mr. C. replied, It was the Language of 
Learned Men in all Ages; zmongſt whom, were 
V:ffius, Pallinger, and Hugo Gratins ; and that 
Children of Believing Parents were Holy before B. p- 
tiſm; and that Baptiſm did not make, but declare 
them to be Chriſtians. | Sg 

Then cry'd out I. E. a Cobler, (who bad 
been 2 ) This is Blaſphemy. - 

C. Well, you diſcover of what Spirit you are, 
and your Ignorance: Are not theſe the Words of 
the Learned Aſſembly of Divines, in the Directory, 
confirmed by Ordinance of Parliament? viz. That 
Infants are Chriſtians, and Faderally Holy before 
Baptiſm, and * are they baptized, Pag. 12. 
And that Infants of Believing Parents, are thus Holy, 
with a Federal, or Covenant-Holineſs, I thus prove 
from 1 Cor. vii. 14. Eiſe were ycur Children Unchkan, 
but now they are Holy. 

T. That, ſays Mr. Z. is meant of Matrimonial- 
Holineſs, or a Lawful Uſe of the Marriage-Bed, 
viz. That they are no Baſtards. , | 

C. That Anſwer, I thus infringe. 'That, which, 
in Scripture, is taken, almoſt, Six Hundred Times, 
in a diſtin Senſe, and not ſo much as once for 
Matrimonial-Holineſs, cannot be ſo meant here; 
But it is taken in Scripture, almoſt, Six Hundred 
Times, in a diftin& Senſe, and not Once for Ma- 
trimonial? Holineſs; Therefore, it cannot be ſo 
meant here. 

T. That Argument (ſays Mr. T.) I will Retort 
upon you; That, which in Scripture, is taken Six 
Hundred Times in a diſtinct Senſe, and never once 
for Covenant- Holineſs, cannot be meant ſo here; 
But it is taken Six Hundred Times in a diſtinct 

_ 


(47) 
Senſe, and never once for Covenant-Holineſs:; 
Therefore, it cannot be meant ſo here. 
C.. To which was replied; This is to invert the 
Order of the Diſpute, you are to Anſwer, and 


* . 


not ro Oppofe. | * 
T. 1 may Oppoſe, by Retorting of an Argument, 
and I will anſwer anon. | 
C. Well, to ſatisfy you, I deny your Minor; for 
it is often taken in Scripture for Covenant-Holineſs. 
r | E 
C. The Proof lies upon ou, that it is not; yet, 
I will give you one Inſtance, or two, Rom. xi. 16. 
"Tf the Firft Fruns be Holy, the Lump is alſo Hel, and 
F the Roct be Holy, ſo are the Branches. 
T. That is not meant of Covenant-Holineſs.- . 
C. Yes, and That as clear as the Light; and ſo you 
yourlelf interpreted it at Ry, as there are hundreds 
that will witneſs; and which was on this Occafion. 
I prefled, thar, if the immediate Parents were Holy, 
the Children were Holy, with a Covenant-Holineſs; 
you denied the Inference, and ſaid, the Meaning of 
it was, that Abraham, the Father of the Faithful, 
was the Firſt Fruits, and Root, that was Holy; and 
therefore, his Poſterity was Holy, and in Covenant. 


(And in this Expofition, as he agreed with 
Truth, ſo with Beza, who ſays, that Chil- 
dren are Holy; that is, Comprehended in 
Covenant from the Womb; and with 
Bowles, who faith, that they are Holy with 
Outward Holineſs, by which they are judged 
to be in Covenant.) 


But to return from Whence, by your Retortion, 
we have digreſſed, I am to prove, that Holineſs is 
never taken in Scripture for Matrimonial Clean- 
neſs, in Oppofition to Illegitimation. Not in that 

8 Place, 


48 
Place, Fzra. ix. 2. The Holy Sted have misglud thems 
ſelves with the Seed of thoſe Lands ; which is, either 
your Only, or Principal Hold, (as far as I can 
gather our of your Books) 'Theretore, in no Place. 
T. He denied the Antecedent. _ S390 
C. Which was proved thus: If it be meant of 
Matrimonial Cleanneſs, then This muft be the 
Meaning of the Words; The Holy Seed, that is, 
Law fully-Begotten Jews, have mingled themſelves 
with the Seed of thoſe Lands, that is, the Baftards 
of thoſe Lands: But That cannot be the Meaning; 
for, haply, there were ſome Baſtards among the Fews, 
and, in that Senſe, not Holy; and N O Baſtards 
among the Nations, but ALL, or the MOST Le- 
itimate ; and therefore, in that Senſe, not Unholy; 
Therefore it is not meant of Matrimonial Holineſs, 
T. He denied the Major, affirming, That both 
Jews, and Nations, were Holy before their Mixture; 
but then, both they, and their Children became Un- 
clean; becauſe, GOD had forbidden them to mare 
ty with the Nations. 
C. To which was anſwered; They, that ate 
Saints, are not Unholy; But ſome Saints have been 
begot by this Mixture, or unlawful Bed, as Jephtba, 
who, Heb. xi. Is ſaid to be juſtified by Faith: 
Therefore they are not Unholy. | 
IT. He denied the Major; ſaying, They may be 
Unholy by their Natural Generation, and Firſt 


. * Birth; and yet, Holy by Regeneration, and New 


' Birth. 
C. This ſtrikes not Home: Moſes had Children 
by his Ethiopian Woman; but they were not Ille- 
itimate ; Therefore, thoſe, that were begotten by 
ure with the Nations, were not Illegitimate. 


T. Mr. T. Said, That was before the Law was 
given. 
| C. Well, 
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C. Well, That Anſwer will do you but little 


Service: After the Law was given, Salomon had 
Children by Rabab, who was a Canaanitiſb, and 
Boaz by Ruth, who was a Meoabitih, Woman; 
and yet, they were not legitimate, or Unholy, as 
vou would haye them. 
T. They became Proſelytes, and received the 
Religion of the es. 
C. Well then; While they were nt of the 
Fews Religion, tho no Baſtards, they were Unholy ; 
when they embraced the Jes Religion, (by your 
own Confeffion) they became Holy: What is 
This, but a Covenant- Holineſs, whica you have 
oppoſed all this While, and now, grant it? 


Mr. T. uſed many Words to clear him- 
felf, but with little Satisfa&ion to the greateſt 
Part of the Hearers; and ſtill denied, That 
Childrea were Holy, and in Covenant. 


C. Which was farther proved thus: They, whom 
CHRIST took up in his Arms, Bleſſed, and faid, - 
The Kingdom of GOD belonged unto them, pro= 
nounced a Curſe upon thoſe, that Deſpiſed, and 
would not receive them, are Holy with a Covenant 


_ Holineſs; But CHRIST took up Little Children 


in his Arms, Bleſſed them, and ſaid, The Kingdom 
of GOD belonged unto them, Pronounced a Curte 
upon thoſe that Deſpiſed, and would not Receive 
them: Therefore, Little Children are Holy with a 
Covenant-Holineſe. 1132 

T. Mr. Touss began to be Nettled, as if ſome- 
thing in this Argument Galled him; ſaying, it was 
a Fallacy, and that he went about to eatrap him by 
Sophiſtry. 

C. What Fallacy ? 

S T. A 
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T. A Heaping of many Things together, that be. 
long to ſeveral Matters. 

C. I confeſs, they were ſpoken upon ſeveral 
Occafions; but they all concenter in my Conclu- 
Hon, viz. That Children are Holy, and in Covenant: 
I am in Haſte, and have named them all together; 
but, if you will have Patience, I'll proſecute them 
ſeverally. 

I. I am willing to continue till Midnight; but 
I like not this Kind of Arguing. | 

C. You like it nor, becauſe it does jugulum pe- 
tere, cut the Threat of your Tenet. 

T. No, not ſo much as touch the Skin of it. 

C. Well, I beſeech you, in the Spirit of Meek- 
nels to anſwer. 

T. It is a Fallacy of Heaping many Particulars 
together. 

C. I Confeſs, there is a Fallacy they call 
Toru7 yrIoN;- 

T. Take Notice, he confeſſes it is a Fallacy. 

C. No ſuch Thing; for Toauſir:74, is an Asking 
of many Queſtions, which is your uſual Fallacy, 
Socratically to Ask, when you ſhould ſolidly An- 
ſwet; but in my Syllogiſm, there is not ſo much 
as one Queſtion. R 

T. It is a Copulative Propofition, fays Mr. T. 
and if ene Member of it be falſe, the whole is Falſe. 

C. It is not an explicit Copulative Propofition, 
(favs Mr. C.) neither im ans Member of it Falſe; 
tor every Branch of it is Scriprure. Inſtance in any 
of the Particulars, that you think, makes the Leaſt 
for me, and I'll begin with That. Then he mention'd 
Matt. xviii. 2,3, 4. TheWords being read, he raiſed 
from them this Argument. They, to whom be- 
longs the Kingdom of Heaven, are Holy, and in 
Covenant; But to Little Children belongs the King- 


dom 
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dom of Heaven; Therefore, Little Children are 
Holy, and in Covenant. | 

T. Thoſe Little Children were not Infants. - 

C. They are called gien, of Bagos bre, becauſe 
they could ſcarce ſpeak. 

T. What, are theſe called pion? 

C. If not Here, elſewhere, and of other Evan- 

liſts; and Here, they are called ca4iz, by the 
8 which the great Maſter of the Greek, 
Hippocrates, interprets, to fignify a Child under 
ſeven Years of Age; and therefore, not Capable of 
actual Faith, when the Apoſtles themſelves were 
yet Ignorant about Fundamentals. 

T. They were converted, verſe 3. Except ge be 
converted, and become as Little Children, &c. | 

C. The Meaning is not, That the Little Chil- 
dren were converted; but it hath Relation to the 
Diſciples in the Firſt Verſe, who mult be converted 
from their actual Sins, and become as Little Chil- 


_ dren, who have no actual Sin. 


T. O how unhappy are the People, that are ſe- 
duced with theſe Toys! are you not afhamed ? 
C. I ſee, you have learned of that Man in La 


cian, to Cry out à xareezre, and to vility that Ar- 


gument you cannot anſwer; and, beſides That, 
tee Nothing, that is Shame- worthy. 


He hath anſwered nothing at all, (ſays 
one under the Pulpit) but Shifts, and de- 
nies, all, 


T. Thou art an Impudent, Brazen-faced Fellow, 
whoſoever thou art; I have anſwered All, Con- 
futed all my Adverſaries Books, and amongſt them, 
One of my greateſt Amtagonits, Mr. Richard. 
Baxter; the moſt of whole Arguments, I have 
turned againſt himſelt: nd. 

E 2. C. Sir» 
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C. Sir, let that worthy Man alone, who is ab- 
ſent, you are now to anſwer me. is YE 

T. Here is nothing to anſwer, unleſs it is the 
fixth Fer/e; Whoſo ſoall offend one of theſe Little ones, 
which believe in me; were they not Believers ? 

C. Yes, the Diſciples were Believers; which are 
Here meant, and not the Children; which the Gram- 
matical Conſtruction will tell you; for it is in the 
Maſculine Gender; ENA 78y und 7570y, ONE 
of theſe Little: Ones, meaning, uh Diſciple ; 
not in the Neuter Gender to anſwer to aisle, 


Little Child; to that my Argument remains un- 


anſwered. 
T. I am weary of this Pedantry; and, looking 
upon his Watch, ſaid, I promiſed but One Hour, 
and it is above four Hours. With That, he clapped 
His Book together. Good Mr. Tours, (ſays T. N. 
an Anabaptiſt) continue a little longer for Satisfac- 
tion to the People: He gave no Anfwer, but put 
on his Hit. | 
C. Well, Sir, I will not prefs you any further 
Now: I ſhould have urged Febn ni. 5. Rom. xi. 
and other Places, to prove Infants Church-mem- 
berſhip; and (having come to the Second and Third 
Branches of mine Argument) That CHRIST 
merited it for them, and Infants ſtand in Need of 
Bapriſm ; but theſe I muſt leave to another Op- 
portunity: Therefore, I defire, that we may have 
a Set-day about a Month hence, ſeeing I was hur- 
ried to this cætemperal Pilcourſe, through Im- 
parrunity- f 5 | 
I No, I will have no more Dealing with you, 
unleſs it be by Writing, that what both of us ſhall 
ſet Corn, may be read in the Publick Congregation, 
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MARK xvi. 15, 16. 


And he ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the World, and 
Preach the Goſpel to every Creature. 


He that believeth, and is Baptized, ſball be ſaved; 
but be that belioveth na, ſpall be damucd. 


HSE two Verſes hold out the rich Charter 
of the Goſpel, which our Saviour delivered 
to the Apoſtles after his Reſurre&ion. The Parts 
are Two; Firſt, a Precept, in the former Verſe; Go 
ye into all the World, and preach the Goſpel ta, ev 
Creature.: Secondly, a Promiſe, . with a Commina- 
tion, in the latter Verſe, He that believeth, and is 
Baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but be that believah nat, 
ſpall be damned. * 52 
In the Precept, we have Two Particulars ; Firſt, a 
Miſſion; He ſends them; Go ye into all the World: 
Secondly, a Commiſſion ; He authorizes them; and 
preach the G pe to every Creature. 8 
In the latter Verſe, or Promiſe, we have, Firſt, 
the Thing promiſed, laid down — 
be ſaved; Secondly, the Qualification ; and That, 
either, Abſolute, he thas believath; or Conditional, 
and is Baptized; He that believeih, and is Baptized, 
[hall be ſaved; Or a Commination, Hall be 9 
| wit 
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with a Qualification Negative, and Abſ#lute, with- 
out any Limitation ; He, that believeth nut, ſhall be 
damned. | | 

We will only hint at the Former Verſe, for In- 
troduction to the Latter. And he ſaid, (that is Chriſt) 
Where obſerve; Thar it is only G O D; (that is 
CHRIST, GOD, and Man) that can give Miſ- 
ſion, or Commiſſion, to Preach, and ordain Sacra- 
ments. Matt. xxviii. 18. All Power is given unto me in 


Heaven and in Earih , Go ge therefore, and teach all 


Nations. Go ye into all the World ; There, is the 
Largeneſs of their Commiſſion, 39 al the Wirld, 
HERE; to all Nations, in St. Matt. Hence obſerve, 
The Apoſtles, and, by Them, the Evangeliſts, had 
an extraordinary Commiſſion, which exrended thro' 
the World; but our Commiſſion, ordinarily, is /i- 
mired to certain Places, True it is, there may be 
Itinerants, upon ſpecial Occafions ; (and they alſo 
confined within their Verges). But, as Dr Back#- 
ridge obſerves well; when CHRIST ſpeakes to A- 
poſtles, he fays, Go De into ALL the World; but, 
hen to ordinary Paſtors, and Teachers, Lone Twas, 
he fixed ſome to be Paſtors, and ſome Teachers. 
And Preach the Goſpel to every Creature; There 
is the Commiſſion ; where, we have, Firſt, the Act, 
Preach, that is, Proclaim : Secondly, the Object, 
or the Goſpel; which, in the Original, and other 
Languages, ſignifies Good News, or a good Speech. 
From the Connexion, between the Miſſion and 
Commiſſion, coming from the ſame Author, Chrif, 
and extended to the ſame Perſons, the Apes, and 
their Succeſſots, Obſerve ; That none may Preach, 
as Church-Officers, bur they, that are Sent, in a 
Goſpel- Way. Our Adverſary ſpoke ſo Home to 


This, that we need nor preſs it further. The laſt. 


Thing, is the Extent of the Commiſſion ; and that, 
a very 
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a very large One; unto every Creature, as HERE ; 
to all Nations, as in St. Matt heu. Ki 

Now, the 2yere will be, what is meant by eve- 

Creature? Some limit it to every rational Crea- 
ture, Angels, Men, Devils; as Origen, and his 
Miſericordes Doffores, who held, that the Devils, 
and Reprobates ſhould be ſaved; but That can- 
not be; for, 2 Pet. ii. 4. They are caſt down o 
Hell —and reſerved unto Fudgment. Some reſtrain it 
only to Man, and That, when he is come to Age, 
and Underſtanding, excluding Children; this is 
too ſtrict. True it is, Infants are not Capable to be 
taught of MEN, but they may be taught of GOD: 
They cannot actually underfand the Golpel, but 
they may actually receive the Benefit of the Goſpel ; 
a Nobleman's Child hath Intereſt in his Father's Pa- 
tent, and Pardon ; a Sucking Infant (though he 
knows it not) may, be joined in a Leaſe with the 
Parents. Some extend it (and it is conceived more 
fitly, according to the Letter) without any Synec- 
docke, or Figure, to every Creature; as if he ſhould 
ſay, Go, and proclaim the Benefit, that comes by 
CHRIST to every Creature; for, as by the firſt 
Adam A LL Creatures were accurſed; ſo, by 
CHRIST, the ſecond Adam, all Creatures ſhall be 
bleſſed, Rom. viii. 22. rde i xricie, For the whole 
Creation groaneth, Ec. Anſwerable to This, Preach 
the Goſpel, an 28 xrice, to every Creature, Tel- 
ling them, That they are now, by CHRIST, 
to be delivered from the Bondage— into the gloricus 
Liberty of the Chilaren of GOD. | 

Object. But the Creature, cannot Hear, nor un- 
derſtand. 

Anſw. It's true, not properly; no more could 
Jobs Baptiſt in his Mother's Womb; and yer, 
toxigruas Y Bgipes, the Babe ſprang for Foy: Nay, the 

Holy Ghoſt 
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Ghoſt aſcribes a Hearing to the Creature, Hits ii 


21. And it ſhall come to paſs in that Day, I will bear, 


faith the LORD; T will bear the Heavens, and 
they ſhall hear the Farth, and the Earth fhall hear 
they ſhall 


bear Jezreel. Hence obſerve, that every Creature, 


the , and the Wine, and the Oil, and 


in ſome Senſe, is ſenſible of the Benefit he bath 
by CHRIST: But every One in his Kind 
Men, come to Years, and Diſcretion, are capable 


of actual Underſtanding, actual Profeſſion, and 


act ual Faith; Infants, are only Capable of the firſt 
Seeds of Underſtancing, and Profe ſſion of Faith, 
in actu primo; which will ſhew itſelf in the Fruits; 
when they come to Years. The Ref of our Fellow 
Creatures, as, by a natural Inſtin&, they groan be- 
cauſe of the Curſe ; ſo, by another Inſtin&, they lift 


up their Heads in Expectation of the Bleſſing; and 


t, eToxa22Soric, with an ear neff Expett ation, or, 


4 ſtretebed out Neck, as the Word in the Original 


ſignifies, Rom. viii. 9. '> 
Thus we have Paraphras'd upon the Firſt verſe, 
for Introduction to the Second; wherein is, Firſt, 
a Conſolatory Promiſe, He that believetb, and is 


| Baptized, ſhall be ſave; Secondly, a Comminatory 


Curſe, He that Believeth not, ſhall be damned. In 


the Former, we have, Firſt, the Qualification ; and 


That, either, Abſolute, he tbas believe; or Con- 
ditional, and is Baptized. | | 

O. Now, the Lure will be, What Belief is 
here meant ? 

Sol. Firſt, the Event tells us, it is, That belief 
that ſaves Us, he that believeth, ſhall be ſaved, Se- 
condly, the Oppoſition ; it being contrary to that 
Unbelief, that Damns.-—Obferve. chat a Saving 
Faith is neceſſary to Salvation; for without Faith it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe GOD; all They, and on 
they, that have a Saving Faith, ſhall be ſaved: Yo 

that 
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that you ſee, that Faich is a Neceflaty, and abſolute | 


Condition, 
And is Baptized; that is, upon Suppoſition, if 

Baptiſm may be conveniently had. Hence obſerve, 

That Baptiſm is not abſolutely neceſſary, by Ne- 


ceſſity of Means, (as they call it) as if None could 
be ſaved without it; but by Neceſſity of Precept; 


if conveniently it may be had. The Vraelites, tor 
forry Years in the Wilderneſs, were nor Circum- 
ciſed. Bernard, who ſaw not All Things, yer 
could ſee This, viz. that nan ab/entia, ſed contemptus,_ 
Sacramenti, damnat ; Not the Want, but the Contempt, 
of the Sacrament, damns: Valentinian, the Empe- 
ror, died, as he was going to be Baptized in For- 
dan; and Ambroſe, being asked, what he thought 


of him? anſwered, That he was Baprizatus voto, Ed 


voluntate, ctiam/i, non reverd, aque. lavacro; 
ized Inwardly with Wiſh, and Will, though nat Out- 
wardly wit b the Laver of. Water. Auſtin is con- 
ceived here to be mifaken, who denied Salvation to 
Infants Un-Baptized; hence he is called, durus Pa- 
ter Infantum, A hard Father of Infants: And many 
of the Doctors of the Church of Rome, who hold, 
That Infants, that die Un- Baptized, are kept in 
limbo Infantum, In a Purgatory of Infants, where 
they ſhall never behold the Beatifical Viſion, 
ObjefF. But here is placed, Firſt, Believing, and 
then, Paptized; ſo that, from the Order of placing 
the Words, ſome would gather, That we are, Firſt, 
to Believe, before we be Baptized. - 4 
Anſw. That will not follow; for in Mark i, 4. 
is placed, Firſt, Baptizing, and then, Preaching, and 
Repentance, after - Whence, they might as well Sa- 
ther, That we mult be Baptized, before we can hear 


the Word Preached, or can Repent: Repentance, 


in'Scripture, is oft placed before Faith; and yet, is 
a Fruit, and Effect of Faith. Some of the Evan- 
— geliſts 
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geliſts place Judas's Receiving of the Sop, before 
the Sacrament, ſome after it. It is a Rule, in In- 


terpreting of Holy Writ, That Scriptura neſcit prius, 


S prſterius, The Scripture dues nit always obſerve the 
preciſe Order, in which Things were done. | 

| But I beſeech you to confider, What Faith 
it is, that is here meant? * . 
Anw. A Saving Faith. Muſt, then, a Saving 


Faith be the Rule of our Baptiſm ? And muſt we 


Baptire None, but thoſe, we know to have a Saving 
Faith? Then we muſt Baptize None at all ; never 
any Minifter, upon that Ground, had ever a Com- 
miſſion to Baptize any; no not the Apoſtles : For 
they did not infallibly know, that thoſe they Baptized 
had. a Saving Faith; nay, they actually Baprized 
Many, that were Hypocrites, as Simon Magus, 
Alexander, Hymeneas, Philetus, and Others: Hence 
obſerve; That no Rule, for Baptizing, in General, 
can be gathered out of the Text; And to ſay, That 
None ate to be Baptized, but they, that have a 


Saving Faith, which is the Faith that , only here 


meant; or that none, but chey which make an 


Outward Profeſſion of Faith, which is #0f here 


meant, is an Untruth not Gatherable from this 
Scripture, and an Adding to the Word of GOD; 


_ againſt which he hath proclaimed a ſolemn Curſe, 


The Commination, or Curſe, follows in the laſt 
Words, He that believerh nat, ſhall be damned; he 
doth not ſay, He, that is not Baptized, ſhall be 
damned: . 

For, tho the Contempt of it is dangerous; pet, 
« Man may be ſaved without Baptiſm. He does 
not ſay, that he, that is not Dipped over Head, 
ſhall be damned; that's a Thing indifferent; for 
any Waſhing, In the Nams of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Gh, is Baptiſm : He does not ſay, 
that he that is not RE- baptized, or Paptized agais, 
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is damned; for That is the Invention of Man, ne- 
ver heard of ( in that Senſe) before Fobn of Ley- 
dens Time; who confeſſed at his Execution, That 
he had That, and the Reſt of his poiſonous Doc- 
trine, from Satan. Hence obſerve, That All Un- 
believers, tho Baptized, ſhall be damned; That all 
BElievers. tho' (thro' invincible Neceſſity) UN- 
Baptized, ſhall be ſaved, Thus we have given you 
the lively Meaning of the Holy Ghoſt in the Text. 

Having laid this Foundation, we'll make further 
Enquiry into Two Things, which are in Contro- 
verly; Firſt, What is meant by Baptiſm, or Beptiz- 
ing? Secondly, Whether INFANTS ought to be 
Baptized, or not ? | N 

Firſt, Baptiſm, in the Original, ſigniſies no- 
thing, but a Waſhing ; as Pareus, upon the Hebrews, 
lays, Baptiſmus, Grecis, eff quevis ablatio; Bap- 
tiſin is, in Greek, any Waſhing ; whether by Dip- 
ping, or Sprinkling: To -Baptize is to Dip, or 
Sprinkle, ſays Ravene!: So ſays the Church's old 
Catechiſm ; Dipped, or Sprinkled, in the Name of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. So the Directory, 
Baptize the Child, by Pouring, or Sprinkling of the 
Water on the Face of the Child, without Adding any 


furt her Ceremony. And, as many Kinds there are 


of Waſhing, fo Many there are of -Baptizing: 
Whereof, the Pillars of the Greek Tongue, Hei- 
chius, Bugeus, Stephanus, Scapula, Arius Montanus, 


Paſor, mention Four; Firſt, tingere, to dye, or tine- 


ture: Secondly, mergere, to drown, or plunge ; Third- 
ly, madefacere, to wet, or moiſten; and laſtly, abluere, 
to waſh, or cleanſe. = : 

I confeſs, there are ſome, that diſtinguiſh between 
exiliꝭ ur, to rantize (as they call it) or ſprinkle; Ju, 
which is to plunge to the Bottom; warrond Ze, Which 
is to ſwim upon the Tep ; garrit e, which is, as they 
criticiſe upon it, to vim between the Top and _ : 

. Theſe 
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Theſe Three Laſt are mentioned by Caſaubon in his 
Notes upon the Third Chapter of St. Matthew, and 
were quoted by our 1 But, with what Fi- 
delity, or Advantage to his Cauſe, I leave it to 
the Godly, and Learned to Judge; For he left out 
the laſt Words, wherein the whole State of the 
Queſtion is determined by Ca/aubon againſt him: 
For thus he concludes,  horum ſententia, jampridem 
merito eff exploſa, &c. The Judgment of thoſs Mem is 
deſervedly lung ſince exploded, who would have Bap- 
tizing, to be, by Dipping. And he gives a Reaſon, 
guum non in eo poſita ſit myferit bujus vis, & intgyaa 
Seeing the Force, and Efficacy ef Baptiſin, This Myſ- 
tery] cosſiſis not in That, i. e. in the Manner of Waſh- 
ing Which is confirm'd by Aquinas ; Immerſio non 
ef? de neceſſitate Baptiſmi, Dipping is not of the Neceſ- 


ſity of Baptiſm: And alſo, by Dominico Sotus; Ablutio 


eft de fer Baptiſmi, Waſhing is of the Eſſence of 
Bapriſm; but the Manner of Waſhing, whether by 
Dipping, Pouring, or Sprinkling, is Accidental. 
Many Places of Scripture confirm This; 1 Cor. 
x. 2. Thete the Hraelites were all Baptized in theRed 
Seca, when their Feet did but touch the Water; not 


as if they were Baptized, when they were not, (as 


the Anabaptis gloſs upon this Place) And that the 
Egyptians were really, Baptized; for the Egyptian 
were not Baptized, in their Senſe ; but ſank into the 
Bottom as à Stcac, Excd. xv. 5. 

Baptized in the Cloud; not that the Egyptians 
WERE Daptized, and the I/raclites, as if they 
were Baptized (as they diſcant) in the Cloud; for 
the Egyptians were not under the Cloud; for the 
Iſrazlites went before the Egyptians: And as for the 
Cloud, Part of it was over the 1/raelites, Part of it 
went before them. 

There is mention made in the Goſpel of People's 
Baptizing, or Waſhing of themſelves, when they 


Came 


1613 
came from Market; as alſo of Cups, and of Pots, 
of Brazen Veſſels, and of Beds; which cannoe 
be meant of Plunging in Water, ſo often, where 
char Element was ſo ſcarce; but ring (or Waſh- 
ig] | | 
: ebe nr Philip's Going down 
the 


to the River with unuch, prove nothing ar all; 
For what ſtrange Conſequence would this be, eſpe- 
cially, from the Anabaptifts, who muſt have expreſs. 
Scripture for all Things; Fobn Baptized in Fordan, 
Philip went down * into the Water 

with the Eunuch: Therefore, they Ws dog, or 
were Dipped; ſeeing, it might as well to the Na- 
be by Pouring, or Sprinkling, of Wa- ter. 

ter upon them, for any Thing, that 

appears out of the Text? 

Object. Fobn Baptized in Enos; becauſe there 
was much Water. | 
 Anſw. This will ſeem to be no Wonder in thoſe 
hot Countries, where there are many Miles without 
a Spring of Water; eſpecially, ſeeing Geographers, 
and Travellers tell us, that Euon is a little Brook 
ſcarce Knee deep, which one may ſtride over: and 
therefore, not fit for Dipping. 

Object. But Baptiſm, ſas they, muſt reſemble the 
Death of CHRIST, Rom. vi. 4. We are buried 
with bim by Baptiſm, which is not, by Sprinkling, 
bur, by Dipping. | 
 Anſw. The Scope of the Place is to ſhew, That 
One End of our Baptiſm is to Seal our Commu- 
nion with CHRIST in his Death; but to preſs a 
Neceſſity of Reſemblance, by Deſcending into the 
Water, and Coming out again, we ſee no Ground 
in the Text; and if our Abiding under the Water, 
muſt anſwer CHRIST's Burial in exact Repreſen- 
tation; then, as CHRIST laid three Days, and 
three Nights in the Grave; ſo They mult lie three 
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Days, and three Nights under the Water; which, 


if put in Execution, would ſoon end the Diſpute. 


But ſhould we grant this Reſemblance; I appeal 
to any Men, whether car Pouring on of Water ui 


Baptiſm, does not more reſemble our Chriftian Bu- 


rial, which is by Pouring cz of Earth, or Duſt, than 
Plunging over Head? 

Thus you ſee it proved, That Baptizing is any 
Kind of Waſhing, In the Name of the Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoſt. We do not deny, That, if 


we were to Baptize converted Turks, or Pagans 
of Ripe Age, in hot Countries, we might Bap- 
tize them by Dipping; But to affirm, that no 


Baptiſm, but That, which is by Dipping, is law- 
ful, is a Will-worſhip ; much more, that Baptiſm 
adminiſtred otherwiſe, is a Nullity; and that thoſe, 


that are Baptized /o, ought to be Baptized again, or 
Re-Baptized; which the Senate of Syrick under- 


ſtood well, when they made an Act, That All, that 


did preſume to Re-Baptize ſuch as were Baptized 
before, ſhould be drown'd. | 

And thus have we reſolved the Former Queſ- 
rion, vis, What is here meant by Baptiſm, or 
Baptizing? and That is, nt Dipping only, but any 
Waſhing. And now we ſhall come to the Latter, 
viz, Whether Infants ought to be Baptized ? And I 
beſeech you, Brethren, to give me Leave to ſpeak 
a little for Infants, thoſe poor Souls, who cannot 
ſpeak for Themſelves. 

But before we come to the Que ſtion, take with 
you theſe Two Confiderations; Firſt, That thoſe 
Truths, that were not in Controverſy in the Primi- 
tive Times, the Apoſtles were not ſo punctual in 
preſſing of them; ſeeing there was no Need. Solon, 
being asked, Why he made no Law againſt Mur- 
cerers of Parents? anſwered, Becauſe he conceiv'd 
none would Commit That unnatural Act. So if the 
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Apoſtles had been acked, Why they did not men- 


tion Infant-Baptiſm in plainer Terms? I ſuppoſe, 
they would have anſwered, That they thought none 


would have denied it. | 


© Secondly, Obſerve, That thoſe Things, that are 
preſſed, often, in the Old Teſtament, are mention- 
ed more ſparingly in the New; as the Sabbath, and 
Magiſtracy: In the Old Teſtament, we have, con- 
cerning them, Line upon Line, and Precept upon 
Precept; but ſcarce a Syllabli for a Chriſtian Sabbath, 
or « Chrifian Magiſtracy, in the New. Nothing 
is more cleat than Infants Church-Memberſhip in 
the Old Teſtament ; therefore, not /o clear in the 
New; and yet, clear enough to thoſe that have 
Eyes to fee it, as will appear by theſe Reaſons fol- 
lowing. © el, 

Arg. 1. They, who are in Covenant with GOD 
ought to have the Seal of the Covenant, which 
is Baptiſm; a en 

Bur Infants of Believing Parents are in Covenant 
with GOD: Therefore, Infants of Believing 
Parents ought to have the Seal of the Covenant, 
Bapnilm. z 

The Former Propoſition is Firm, by the Confeſ- 
ſion of All Divines; even of our Adverfaries. 
Hæc eft fundamentalis ratio pædobaptiſini, (lays Da- 
neus) This is the Fundamental Reaſon of Baptizing 0 
Infants, vis. That They are in Covenant. EG 
faderatum, ſufficit ad accipiendum ſignum federis, 
(lays Davenant ) To be in Covenant, is ſufficient to re- 
ceive the Sign, and Seal of the Covenant. Onines fa- 
derati ſunt Bapiizandi, (lays Wendel) All that are in 
Covenaut are to be Baptized. $i in fadere ſunt, imp? 
agunt, qui eis ſignum faderis negant, (ſaith Feras } 
If they le inCovenan, they do wickedly, who deny them 
the Sign of the Covenant. In a Civil Contract, (ſays 
Mr. Perkins) the Father and the Heir make but one 


Perſen ; 
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Perſon; and the Covenant is for himfelf, and His 
Poſterity. | | pt. 

The Minor Propofirion, viz, That Infants of 
Believing Parents are in Covenant, js grounded on 
many Scriptutes ; as Gen. xvii. vil. Where GOD. 
eſtabliſhes a Covenant, not only with Abraham, bue 
with his Seed after him in their Generations, for 
an Everlaſting Covenant; Everlaſting : ind there 
fore to laſt to the End of the World ; as Cornelius & 
Lapide ſays, abſolute æternum eft, in ſemine ſpuituall 


fidelibus ;, It is abſolutely Everlaſting in the Spirittial 


Seed to the Fathſal. Gal. iii. 8. The Scripture. fore- 


ſceing that GOD would juſtify the Heathen through 


Faith, preached before the Goſpel ' unto Abraham; 
Therefore, if I/aac was in Covenant with his Father, 
when he was but Eight Days old, and had the. Seal 
by Virtue of the Lamb to be ſlain ; much more are 
the Children of Believing Parents intitled to it, by 
Virtue of the Lamb that is already ſlain. "Dent. 
xxix. 11. When all the People ſtood before the 
LORD, to enter into Covenant with him, 
their LITTLE ONES are mentioned a 
mongſt the Reſt : which is further confirmed, 
Ads ii. 38, 39. Be Baptized every one of you —— 


for the Promiſe is to you, and to your Children, To 


ſay that the Children were not yet Believers, is but 
a Shift; for the Text makes it clear, that as ſoon as 
the Parents were Believers, their Children were in 
Covenant with them, and to be Baptized,  _. 

Arg. 2. Such as were Circumciſed under the 
Law, may be Baptized under the Goſpel. - 

But Infants of Believers were Circumciſed under 
the Law. Therefore they may be Baptiſed under 
the Goſpel. : 2 

Haic Argumento non Omnes Anuabaptiſtæ reiten, 
(ſays learned Whitaker) All the Anabaptiſis ſhall not 
be able to reſiſt this Argument. The Minor, _ 

| The 
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That Infants under the Law were Circumciſed, is 
confeſſed. 11 4292 | 

The Former Propoſition is only queſtioned, viz. 

That the Baptiſm of Infants under the Goſpel does 


not neceſſarily follow from Circumciſion under the 
Law, But Avguftin is clear for it, ſaying, MHutatis 


fignis, maned cadem gratia, fine ætaus diſcrimint : 


The Outward Vi/ible Signs being changed, the ſi ne 


he gives a Reaſon, viz. Becauſe the Grace of GOD 
is not ſtraighter under the New Teſtament Diſpen- 
ſation, | than under That of the Old: "Nay, 


CHRIST Heb. viii. 6. Is ſaid to be « Mediator of 


a better Covenant; but how is it a better Covenant, 


if all poor Infants, that were in Covenant under the 


Law, are ou of Covenant under the Goſpel 2 Tu. ii. 
11. The Grace of GOD—bath appeared unto All; and 
therefore, ſurely unto Infants ; as Ireneus lays; Chrifc 
tus pro parvulis, parvulus fattus ef, c. CHRIST 
became a Little One, for Little Ones Sake, that he might 
redeem the Little Ones. Little Ones were the firſt 
Martyrs that ſuffered for CHRIST; ia Rama, 
was a Voice beard. And that Baptiſm came in the 
Room of Circumciſion, the Apoſtle clears, Col. ii. 
11, 12. 7 are circumciſed with the Circumciſion mads 
without Hangs | called there alſo, The Crrcume!/ion of 
CHRIST, i. e. appointed by CHRIST inſtesd 
of Circumciſion: But how is that Þ By being Barie# 
with him in Baptiſin. Hence ariſes another Argument. 

Arg. 3. Thoſe, that were once in Covenant; had 
the Heal of the Covenant, and were never Distran- 
chized, and put out of Covenant, have a 'Litie 0 
the Covenant, and Seal of it till; * 

But Infants were once in Covenant, had the 
Seal of the Covenant, and were never disfranchized, 
and put o of Covenant. Therefore Infar ts, have 
Title to the Covenant, and Seal of it Kill. 5 

| | K 
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Let any Man ſhew One Syllable, One Tittle in 
Scripture, IJ hat ever Infants were put Out, and 
we'll yield the Gantlet; nay, the Golpel is fo far 
from ſaying, That they are put Out, that it gives 
them large Commendations, * them of Riper 
Years; making them the Rule of our Perfection: A 
New- bers-Babes dire the fincers Milk of the Word. 
Except ye be converted, and become as Little Children, 
ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; Which 
is a Caſe fo clear, that even Be/larmine concludes, 


Nullum et impedimentum, &c. There is nothing that 


hinders, but that Infants may as well be Baptized 


under the Goſpel, as they were Circumciſed under the 
Lam; jor neither hath GOD forbidden Minifters to 


£ive them the Sacrament, neither are They Uncapable 
fo receive it. | | | 


Arr. 4. That, which GOD hath commanded, 
may lawfully be practiſed by the Miniſters 'of 


JESUS CHRIST. 
Bur GOD hath commanded Infant-Baptiſm : 
Therefore, it may lawfully be practiſed by the 
Miniſters of JESUS CHRIST. That GOD hath 


commanded it, appears from Mats. xxviii. 19. Go ye 


therefore, and teach all Nations, Baptizing them, 


[ ALL). Ir is a general Command; and, as Aquinas 
lays, proto” generali mandato, pars ejus negart non 
pcteſt, A general Command being given, no Part of 
it can be denied: Infants are a Part of Nations; and 
Therefore, included in them. 

Object. But here is no menticn made of Infants. 


Anſw. No, nor of them of Age. Generals in- 


clude Particulars in all Laws; Pf. cxvii. Preiſe the 
Lord all ze Nations. NATIONS includes Old Men, 
and Babes, Young Men, and Maidens, ALL, with- 

out Exception, as another Pſalm interprets it. 
Now, if Infants are excepted, contrary to that 
Say ing of St, Ambroſe, Nui dixit OMNES, nulla 
— exce .. 


1671 | 
excepit, nag: parvulos, &c. He that commanded © 
ALL to be Baptized; excepted none, no, net Little 
Ones; It (I ſay) they are excepted, it is, either, be- 


cCauſe they are not Named; or, becauſe we never 


read in Scripture, that any Infants were Baprized ; 
or, becauſe they are not Capable; (that fourth Ca- 
vil, being the {ame with the Third, I'll take away 


anon) but for None of theſo Three; Therefore, In- 


fants are not excepted from Baptiſm. 
Not for the Firſt, viz. Becauſe they are not Named; 


for ſo, neither old Men, nor Nobles, nor Minif- 


ters are named, Not for the Second, vis. Becauſe 
we Read not of their Baptiſm; for ſo, we neither 
read -of the Baptiſm of the Apoſtles, nor of che 
Virgin Mary; yet we piouſly believe, That they 
were Baptized; De negatione facti, ad jus non valet 
conſequentia ; Such a Thing is not mentioned, that it 


| WAS done; therefore it was NOT done, or ought _ 
. #0t te BE done, is n0 ip 6 riot CHRIS T did, 
ꝛ and ſaid, many Things t 


are not written; ſo did 
Not for the Third, viz. Becauſe they are Uncapable; 
which is denied: For if Infants are Uncapable, it is, 
EITHER, Becauſe they have no Repentance, and 
Faith in Act; But That cannot hinder them: For 
CHRIST was Baptized; yet, had no Repentance; 
For he had no Sia to repent of: Had no Faith: 
For Faith pre ſuppoſeth one loſt in Himſelf, and 
who depends upon another for Salvation; (CHRIST. 
Himſelf being that Rock of Salvation, upon Whom 


all Mankind, being loſt, depend) OR, Becauſe they 


:annot hear the Word preached; Bur if fo, they, that 
ire Deaf, ſhould be excluded from Baptiſm: OR, 
Becauſe they they are nos ſome Other Way ___ 
lied; But That cannot hinder them: For GON 
requires no more of them, that are in Covenant, and 
born of Believing Patents, but a pure Capacity, and 
Receptability; which Divines call, Poteniiam objec- 
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tivam. As G0 D, in the Beginning, created the 


World of Nothing; fo, in the Beginning of the New 
Creature he does Regenerate, and Re- create us of 
Nothing. Upon this — it is, that we read of 
many whole Families Baptized; not EXcluding, but 
rather INcluding, Infants. Cornelius was Baptized 
with his Houſhold, As x. 47, 48. Lydia, and her 
How feold Acts vi. 15. Criſpus and ALL his _ 
Ads xvi And the Houſb id of Stephanus, 1 Cor. 
3. 16. The Jaylor, Y & avry revs, ALL that were 


His, Acts vi. 33. His Servants, his Children, Sc. 


For can we imegine, that ſo many Families were 
without a Child. ? | 

Arg 5. They, that are Capable of the Kingdom, 
and of the Bleſſing, which is the Greater, ate Ca- 
pable of Baptiſm, which is the Leſſer. | 
Bur Infants are Capable of the Kingdom, and of 
the Bleſſing, which is the Greater. 

Therefore, they are Capable of Baptiſm which 
is the Leſſer. Suffer the Little Children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not; for of ſuch is the 
Kinrdem of GOD, (fays our Saviour) And ſurely, 
It the Kingdom of GOD receives them, the Church 
cannot exclude them; for the Church mu/t receive 


ſuch, as Glory receives; for As ii, 47. The Lord 


aided to the Church daily i. e admitted into the 
Church by Baptiſm) ſuck as ſhould be ſaved. Now 
for Proot of this Argument, take theſe Places, Mark 
x. 3. to 17. ix 36, 37. Mat xviii. 2, 3, 4. xix. 13 
14, 15. Luke ix 47.48. Luke xviii. 15, 16. All which, 
tho ſpoke upon ſeveral Occaſions; yet, prove In- 
fants to be Church-members, and Capable, both of 
Grace, and Glory. We'll inſtance in a few. Matt. 
xvili. 2, 3, 4+ Jeſus called 4 Little Child unto him, 
(the Word is Su, Which, (as Hippocrates in his 
Diſtin&ion of Ages ſays, and Bea, who ſeconds 
him) fignifies a Child under ſeven Years of Age) and 


£6) 
{et bim is the midſ of them. and ſaid, Verily I ſay unte 


uu, except ye be converted, and become as Little Chil 


dren, +. e. Endeavour to be free from actual Sin, as 
They are. ye ſball not enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven Another is That of St. Luke xviii-16, Wherein, 
Obſerve, Firſt, a Precept, Suffer Little Children 
to come unto me. "a . 
Secondly, a Prohibition, Ad forbid them not. _ 


- "Thirdly, his Diſpleaſure againſt his Diſciples, for 


Hindring them to come to him; for he looked on 
this Act with Indignation, and was much diſpleaſed 
at it. Mark x. 14. 8 

Fourthly, he adds, a Reaſon, Why Little Ones 
ſhould be brought co him ; For of ſuch is the King- 
dom of GOD, Mark x. 14. i.e. The Kingdom of 
Grace here, and of Glory . hereafter: They are 


viſible Members of his Church, and of bis King- 


dom; and therefore, None can hinder their Acceſs 
to him. 

Fifthly, He confirms this Reaſon, 4 majori, viz. 
from the Greater to theLeſſer ; GOD'sKingdom doth, 
not only, belong to Infants; but I will tell you 
more; Whoſoever will come into this Kingdom, 
muſt Reſemblc Inferts, in Innocency, in Humility, 
and Simplicity. Matt. xviii. 3. 4. 

Sixthly, He adds his Benediction of Them; Ho 
tock them up in bis Arms, pus bis Hands upon them, 
and bleſſed them. Mark x. 16. and tells us, Matt. 
xviii 10. That in Heaven their Angels do always 
bevold the Face of my Father which is in Heaven; 
Together with the Danger they are Obnoxious to, 
who ſhall offend one of theſs Little Ones, verſe 6, 
And All This recorded by three Evangeliſts. Mat- 
thew, Mark, and Luke, as if it were, of Purpoſe 
to check the Sacrilegious Inſolency of theſe latter 


Times, that deny them the Seal. CHRIST is not 


more punctual by his Spirit, in declaring * 
N irt 
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Birth, Paſſion, Re ſurrection, E5c. than he is in this 
precious Truth, ſo mach trampled under Foot. 

And if any Object, That theſe were not young 
Children, the Text eafily confutes them: For they 
were mae, Children under Seven Years or Age ; 
Beign, Children that could ſcarce Speak; And they 
did not lead them, but essig, Carried them un- 
to him. CHRIST is ſaid wic in St. Mark 
erayraniod us, To take them up in bis Arms, and 
embrace them. CHRIST was already InſtruQing 
the People, that were able to underſtand; the A- 
poſtles were offended for bringing of Children, 
who could not underſtand. 

Well then; Doth CHRIST take Children in his 
Arms, and would he have them ul put out of his 
viſible Church? Would he have us receive them in 
his Name; and yet, not to receive them into his 
viſible Church, nor as his Diſciples? How can In- 
fants be received in CHRIST's Name, if they be- 
long nor vifibly to Him, and his Church? Nay, 
dorn CHRIST account it a Receiving of himſelf; 
and ſhall we refuſe ro receive them, or acknow- 
edzethem the Subjects of his vifible Kingdom? Will 
it not follow then, Thar whoſoever Refuſeth them, 
RefuſethCHRIST, and Him that ſent him? For my 
Part (to uſe the Words of a Godly, and learned Di- 
vine) Seeing, the Will of CHRIST is That 
Rule I muſt walk by, and his Word, That which 


T muſt be judged by; and that he hath given me 


0 full a Diſcovery of bis Will in this Point; I will 
Y»oldly adventure to follow his Rule; and had ra- 
her an{wer him, upan his own Encouragement, 
or admitting an Hundred Infants inte his Church, 
dn anſwer for keeping out of One. 24 
Arg. 6. All Diſciples may be Baptized. 
But Infants of Believing Parents are Diſciples ; 
Therefore ſome Infants may- be Baptized, * 
0 


171 3 


The Major, or Former Propoſition, is granted by 
our Advetſaries, who tranſlate that Place, Matt. 


xxviii. 19. palwrivcars reyre Te om, Go, make Diſ- 
ciples of all Nations; which, in our laſt Tranſls- 
tion, is, Go, Teach 4 Nations; confeſſing, That as 
ſoon as they are Diſciples, they may be Baptized. 
Now for the Minor, vis. That Infants are Diſ- 
ciples, is evident from As xv. 10. Why tempt ye 
God, to put a Yoak upon the Neck of the Diſciples ? 
This Yoak wis Circumciſion : as will appear, by 
Comparing it with the fifth Verſe, and the Context, 
from the . of the Chapter. Now, amongſt 
the Fews, Children only were to be Circumciſed; 
and, amongſt the Gentiles, Children together with 
Parents, when they were Converted, and became 
Proſelytes. To ſay, That, not only Circumciſion, 
but the Doctrine, and Obſervation of the whole 
Law, is meant by the Yoak, is but « Shift : For 
Circumcifion was the Scal, or Ordinance, by which 
the Jews were bound to obſerve the Doctrine, and 
the Law; and all thoſe, upon whom the Yoak was 


| laid by Circumciſion, are called Diſciples ; whereof, - 


Infants were a great Part. | | 
And if it be Qbje&ed, That Children are not 
Capable of InſtruRion ; as it is Nothing to the Pur- 
— fo it conttadicts Scripture, I/. liv. 13. And 
all thy Children fall be taught of the Lord, and great 


Hall bs the Peace of thy Children. And if any Car- 


nally interpret this of the Fews Return from Capti- 
vity, as they do other Places of /a. our Saviour 
checks them, Fobn vi. 45. And It is written in the 
Prophets, And they ſhall be all taught of GOD. 
Arg. 7. All, that have Faith, may be Baptized ; 
Bur ſome Infants have Faith : 'Therefore, ſome 
Infants may be Baptized. 7 
The Propoſition, None will deny; the Minor 
may be proved by ſeveral Reaſons. 
* | py N Firſt, 
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could not, in any Senſe, be Patterns for the Diſ- 
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{ 72 } 
Firſt, CHRIST, expreſly, calls them Believers, 


Mant. xvii. 6. [for tho the Text meant the Diſci- 
les, as Believers in faſto; yet, it is to be under- 


ciples Faith. vid. Pa. 48. 52.] He attributes Hu- 
mility to them, and Faith, v. 4. and commands 


Elders to imitate them, v. 3. and that you may ſee 
they were Infants, Mark cap. ix. 36. tells us they 


were {ſuch as CHRIST took ap in bis Arms. 

Secondly, They are aid to receive the Kin 
dom of GOD, Mark x. that is, the Grace of GOD, 
Remiſſion of Sins. and Life Eternal. Now, che 
— dom of G OD is not received, but by Faith 

H RIS T. 

"Thirdly, They Plesſe GOD; therefore Chriſt 
Bleſſeth them; but, without Faith, it is 1 
to pleaſe GO D. a 

Fourthly, Either Faith muſt be Allowed them, 
or Salvation Denied them; but the Latter is Cruel, 
and Impious ; therefore, the Former muſt be God- 
ly, and Pious. Faith only purifies the Heart; but 
no unclean Thing ſhall enter into Heaven. 

Fifthly, Tho' 3000 cannot make actual Pro- 
feſſion of Faith; yet they may have Inward Roots 
of SanRification, and Faith. 

Fobn Bapti? and Feremah were findeified in their 
Mothers Wombs. Let Carnaliſts ſay what they 
pleaſe, That is the principal Meaning of that Place, 
Iſa. 65. 20 Ther? fhall be no mite thence an Infant 
of Days. The Fews thought they were not faric- 
tified, unleſs a Sabbath went over them; 1% (1/4 


ſpall dis an Hundred Tears old; that is, -as well in 


Covenant with God, or, as Viſibie : Chinch-Mem- 
ber, 2s if he were a Hundred Years old, I here tore 
Pareus ſays, Infantes Eccleſiæ, etiam ante. Baptiſ- 
mum, cenſentur files; Infants of the Church, even 
1 5 before 
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before Bahia, are jndged faithful, Hominias ſays 
Infants have Faith, in ſemine, In the Sed; tho 2 


in meſſe, In the Harveſt. Beza ſays, They have 
Faith Sorduiv, In Power; tho not in egi, In O- 


peration. Faith, ſays Trelcatius, is 'T wotold; 


I. 2 which the Elder have by Hearing the 
Word. | | | 28 
2. Paſſive, and by Imputation; which Infants 
have by Virtus of the Covenant, and Divine Pro- 
miſe. Palais asks Auſtin, where he places Infants 


Baptized ? He anſwers, in numero credentium, IN 


the Number of Bilievers ; and adds, nec juditare ullo 
modo aliter audebis, fi non vis eſſe aperte berdicus 
Neither mayſt #hou preſume to judge otherwiſe, 1 


this with That of Yoſhus; As in Naturals, ſo in 
Supernaturals, we muſt diſtinguiſh berween theſe 
Three Things, viz. Power, Habit, and Act; The 


Power of Reaſoning is in Infants, the Habit, in 


Men, Sleeping : but the Act, and Exerciſe, in them 
that are Waking; The Power anſwers the Seed; 
The Habit, the Tree; The Act and Exerciſe, the 
Fruit: The Seed of Faith may be in Infants; The 
Habit in Men of Age; but the Act and Exerciſe, 
in them that work according to the Habit. N 

8. 4s. They that are Holy, with a Covenant- 
Holineſs, may be Baptized; But Infants of Believ- 
ing Parents are Holy with a Covenant - Holi- 
neſs : Therefore, Infants of Believing Parents 
may be Baptized. For the Former Propoſition, 


ſæderatis competit ST GN U M faderis, (lays 


Vaſſiut) The Sign of the Covenant belongs to them that 
are in Covenant. Holineſs is Twofold (ſays Bullin- 
ger) either, of Faith, or, of the Covenant. Ezra. 
ix. 2. The Holy Seed, i. e. They that were in Cove- 
nant, have mingled themſelves with the People of ths 
Lands, i.e. the * 2 or them that were cut of 


Covenant 


1 74 ] 

= + Covenant. Thus you ſee, that Covenant- Holineſe 

| is no Gibberiſh, but Grounded upon Scripture, and 
avouched by learned Men: As ſhall more fully 
appear. : 

PThe Minor, viz. That Children of Believing 
Parents are Holy with a Covenant - Holineſs, is clear 
from 1 Cor. vii. 14. Elſe were your Children Unclean 
i.e. not in Covenant, but now they are Holy 
j. e. in Covenant. Thus ( beſides the Antients) 
Sharptus, and Peter Martyr interpret it; and Hugo 

rotius ſays, Non loquitur Apoftolus de Sanctitate na- 
turali, &c. The Apoſtle ſpeaks not of natural Holi. 
neſs, and inbering to the Nature of Children; but 
ot an Holineſs albering to them; that is, the Ho- 
linefs of the Covenant: for the Children of Believ- 
ers are comprehended in the Covenant of Grace; - 
and therefore, accounted Holy by GOD. To in- 
rerpret it, (as the groſs Anabaptifts do) That th 
are Holy, that is no Baſtards, is a New Holine 
not heard of in Scripture; and, as Doctor Feat 
lays, 4 Paſtard Expoſition: And Pareus gives the 
Reaſon ; If the Children of Believers be therefore 

. Hely, becauſe they are no Baſtards, the Chilaren of 
Pagans are as Holy as they; for they alſo are mo 
Baſtards. If the Firſt Fruus be Hoh, the Lump is 
alſo Holy ; and if the Roct be Holy, ſo are the Branch- 
es. Rem. xi. 16, The Firſt Fruits and the Root, 
are the Parents; the Lump are the Branches; that 
7s, the Children, and Poſterity. 

And, as in verſe 17. If the Fews were broken off, 
and the Gentiles graffed into their Place; it will fol- 
low, That, if the Fews were broken of, Parents 
with Children, then the Gentiles ſhall be graffed in, 
Parents with Children; | 

But the Fews were broken off Parents with Chil- 
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: dren: Therefore the Gintiles ſhall be graffed in, 
* Parents with Children, 2 
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9. Arg. If Infants ſhould be. out of Covenant 
under the Goſpel, many dangerous Abſurdities 
would follow. 22 

Firſt, Infants would be Loſers by the Coming 
of CHRIST, aad be putin a worſe Condition than 
the Fewiſo Infants were: They, with the Parents, 
were admitted to the Seal of the Covenant, which 
was Circumciſon; and why not Children, with Pa- 
rents, to Baptiſm ? He 

Secondly,” If Infants ſhould be in Covenant 
Then, and not Now, Grace would be Larger un- 
der the Law, than under the Goſpel. | 

Thirdly; There would be no Difference between 
the Child of a Chriſtian, and the Child of a Pagan; 
but all the Infants of Chriſtians would be 2s vile 


zs the Children of Turks, Tartars, or Cannibals. 


Fourthly, they would be without GOD, with- 
out CHRIST, without Hope in the World; Not 
the Children of GO D, but of the Devil; would 


all be damned: For out of Covenant, and the viſible 


Church, (ordinarily) there is no Salvation: | For 
i ADDS to the Church ſuch as ſhall be 
1 Wy. Laſtly, That, which hath continued 
ſince the Apoſtles Times, with Bleſſed Succeſs, 
muſt needs be Lawful; 

But Infant-Baptiſm hath continued with Bleſſed 
Succeſs, ſince the Apoſtles Times: 

Therefore, Infant-Baptiſm is Lawful. 

We'll begin with the Firſt Century, or Hundred 
Years after CHRIST. Dionyſius the Areopagite, 


whom the Apoſtles converted at Athens, ſays, HA 


Men have received a Tradition from the Fathers, I. e. 


the Apoſtles, to Baptize Infants. Clemens (who is re- 


corded, by ſome of the Antients, to ſucceed Peter 
in his Miniſtry at Rome) lays Baxlig r: vuor Te mae, 
Baptiſe your Infants. 2 5 

| Ireneus 
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| Trenens (who lived in the Second Century) ſays, 
Chriftus pro parvulis parvulus fastus eff, CH RIS 
became a Little One for Little Ones Sake, that Lit- 
tle Ones might be received into Covenant 3 
Origen, (who lived in the Beginning of the Third 
Century) ſays, The Church recetued a Tradition from 
#be Apoſtles to Baptize Infants ; and gives a Reaſon, 
viz. Becauſe they are Born in Impuriry of Sin. Nay, 
Pelagius, a great Scholar, who lived in the lattet 
End of this Century, though he denied Original Sin 
yet confeſſed Infant. Baptiſm: For when they preſs'd 
him with this Queſtion ; If Infants bade nit Origi- 
nal Sin, what Need have they of Bapriſm?® He an- 
{wered, That CHRIST appointed, and the Church 
practiſed Infant-Baptiſm, not to purge pal} Sin; but 
to prevent it for the Time to come. A 
Cyprian, in the Fourth Century, confirms ir in 
his Epiſtle ro Fidus; and gives an Account of 'a 
Council of Sixty-fix Biſhops, who decreed, That 
Infants ſbeuld be ' Baptized. Ambroſe ſays, Becauſe 
every Age is liable to Sin, therefore every Age is fit for 
ihe Sacrament of Baptiſm. Nazianzene lays, It is 
better to ſeal «1fants with Baptiſm, 1 the' they know it 
not) than to leave them UNSealed. Auſtin is con- 
ceived to go too far, who denied a Poſſibility of Sal- 
vation to them, that died Unbaprized ; preſſing that 
Place Fob iii. 5. Except a Man be Born of Water, 
and of — Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of GOD. | 
7 The Millevitan Council, in the Fifth Century, 
Decreed, That ubeſoever ſhould deny, that Infants, 
{ even taken from their Mothers Wombs ) might nct be 
Baptized, fhould be —_—_ All Churches, All 
Ages fince, agree in This: The Harmonies of 
Confeſſions of all Reformed Churches; The Church 
of Engiand in the Apology ; The Old Catechiſm ; 
The Twenty-Seventh Article; The es = 
the 
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The Greater, and Leſſer Catechiſm, compoſed 
by che Aﬀembly of Divines ; The late Parliament 
by a further Declaration; A L L confirta it. 
The Canons of our Church did, not only, in For- 
mer Times, Declare, but the Laws of our Land did 
Puniſh Andbaptifs as Hereticks. Wo Fox, in his 
Atts and Monuments, approves of the Albigenſ/ 25, 
Waldenſes, Nickliſiſis, Lollards, Poor Men of Lyons, 
Brownifts, Barroteiſis, us Members of the Reformed 
Churches, but V holly excludes the Angbaptifts, 28 
erring F undamentiſiy. n 

I'll ſay no more for 8 of this Polemi- 
cal Diſcourſe, bur Wind up all with a Word of Ex- 
hortation. I beſeech you; Brethren, conſider what | 
« dangerous Error this i, that robs the Scripture of 
it's Truth, Infants of their Right, Parents of th their 
Comforts, the Church of it's Members, CHRIST 
of his Merits, and GOD of his Glory. Ir is alſo 
the Mother of many Other Errors: Hence 
the Ranters, Socinians, Antitrinitarians, | Shakers, 
Levellers, They that are above Ordinances, Anti- 
ſcripturians ; An Exrot, that GOD — expreſſed 
many fignal Judgments againſt ; as Sleiden, und Ga- 
ius, in Germany, and ſome of our Worthies i in 
England, have | Oar 

Secondly, Confider, That much Benefit re- 
dounds, both to Parents, and Children, by Infant- 
Baptiſm, 
Firſt, Much Comfort comes hereby to the pa- 


rents, when they conſider GO D's Free Grace to 
Them, and Theirs ; That He is n to be cal- 
led their GOD, and the GOD of their Seen 2 
' them. Heb. xi. 16. 

Secondly, Much Benefit comes to 5.0 by 
Baptiſm : For they are thereby Admitted into the 


Boſom of the Church ; Devoted, and Conſecrated 
unto GOD; His Name is put upon them; Wa 
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Wear his Royal Badge; and, by i it, they are diſtin» 

d from Heathens. And this is fo clear trom 

ipeure, truly, and ſpiritually underſtood, That the 
Gates of Hell ſhall nat prevail againſt it. 

Now, the GOD of Peace and Truth, by his 
Spirit, lead us into All Truth; keep us Pure, — 
Unſpotted in this Hour of England's Temptation, 
and Trial; and keep us Faithful to the Death, m 


ſo, we may receive a Crown of Life. 


Ate wine 76 Ind. 


E KN 8 


E R R 4 1 4 


AGE 8, Line 11, deeft T. for Tombs. p. 10. 
J. 32. 2 Enjoying, read Enjoyment. p. 11. 
J. 13. for Enterance, r. Entrance. p. 13. J. 6. for Cir- 
cumcifion, r. Circumciſion. p. 16. J. 26, for Batized, 
7. Baptized. p. 19. J. 6. C. for Cragge. p. 24. 4 
20. for Thetefore, r. Therefore. p. 29. J. 27 7. for 
afted, . 
Engraffed. p. 30. J. 23, 25. 28. for Heſter, r Eſt- 
her. p. 3 1. 4.6. for Ingrafting, 1. Engraffing. p. 48. 
J. 9. r. The b v begotten Fews. p. 51. J. 25. 
deeſt I. p. 5 2. I. 3. r. 7, che ſixth Vee 
If any _ ERRATA's have eſcaped Obſerva- 
tion, tbe Reader is deſired to correct them with his Pen. 


